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Introduction 
 

2008: 60 Years Universal Declaration of Human Rights 

In 2008 many activities in the area of human rights were dedicated to 
the historic date of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human 
Rights by the United Nations General Assembly 60 years ago. 10th 
December 1948 marks the beginning of an international system of 
human rights protection. 

International development, the safeguard of global peace and the 
protection of human rights are at the core of the United Nation’s agenda. The significanca of the Uni-
versal Declaration of Human Rights is to be seen in the international consensus which it established 
on the content of the most important rights of all human beings. During the following 60 years the 
rights as stated in the Universal Declaration were further developed and implemented in many consti-
tutions and in a number of legally binding convenants on global and regional level. 

At the UN level however, the human rights discourse is in a serious crisis since the beginning of the 
21st century – due to a more and more obvious discrepancy between standards and reality. Thus, the 
involvement in discussion processes on the fundamental new design of a global human rights regime 
is an essential motivation for activities of the BIM. In its scientific analyses and its practically oriented 
work, the BIM intends to show that we are in many cases far from a world wide as well as local imple-
mentation of human rights  

The 60th anniversary of the Declaration of Human Rights was the occasion for a multitude of events 
and projects which the BIM was part of. Activities ranged from such different contexts as the initiative 
of the Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights to devlop a global 
Agenda of Human Rights, the establishment of a Garden of Human Rights in the health resort Moor-
bad Harbach in Lower Austria by the local village renewal association or the organisation of an Aus-
trian human rights film festival entitled „This Human Word/One World in Vienna“ which took place in 
Vienna for the first time at the end of 2008. 

2008: 15 Years Vienna Declaration – 15 Years BIM 

2008 was also the year of two other anniversaries relevant to the BIM: In 1993 the UN World Confer-
ence on Human Rights was held in Vienna along the lines „All Human Rights for All“. The history of 
origins of the BIM is closely linked to these events, since the BIM as one of its first major activities took 

kover the coordination of the NGO-Forum of the World 
Conference. During the international conference „Global 
Standards – Local Action“ jointly organised with the Austrian 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in August 2008, the status quo of 
human rights developments 15 years after the “Vienna 
Declaration” was discussed. 

 

Fundamental Rights in Europe 

On European level, the EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) has 
become an important point of reference for current human rights related 
issues. In 2008, Morten Kjærum, former director of the Danish Institute of 
Human Rights, was appointed as director of the agency. The BIM has 
manifold relations to the FRA – through the function of Hannes Tretter as deputy chair of the FRA 
Management Board as well as through the participation in different scientific networks (FRALEX, 
RAXEN) and projects (study on child rights indicators) and membership in the FRA Civil Society Plat-
form established in 2008. The Multi Annual Framework Agreement of the FRA defines the topics ra-
cism and xenophobia; discrimination; victims’ protection; child rights; asylum and migration; visa and 
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border control; democratic participation of citizens; information society and data protection and access 
to justice as its focus areas. 

Besides this new EU focus on fundmental rights, human rights issues are of course also part of differ-
ent programmes of the European Commission. In 2008, the BIM was among other projects involved in 
a comparative study on “Positive Action Measures” against discrimination in the EU, Canada, the USA 
and South Africa. Preparatory work was done for the implementation of an EU research project on 
instruments to analyse a human rights based approach to Corporate Social Responsibility. 

Human rights expertise of the BIM, specifically in the field of democracy and rule 
of law, is also applied to EU enlargement and neighbourhood policies. In 2008, 
among other activities preparations were under way for an extensive Twinning 
project to combat trafficking in human beings in Romania. 

 

Research Platform „Human Rights in the European Context“ 

Based on the concept of the BIM as a bridging institution between university and non-university re-
search and with the perspective of the prolongation of the long-standing cooperation between the BIM 
and the University of Vienna, the research platform „Human Rights in the European Context“ was es-
tablished in spring 2008. 

It assembles academics of 12 departments of the University of Vienna with the purpose of strengthen-
ing the inter-disciplinary research on the topic of Human Rights in Europe trhough application of the 
„Human Rights Based Approach“.The Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights serves as the plat-
form's centre of communication and coordination. In 2008, a number of comprehensive project appli-
cations were submitted under European and national calls. 

The platform gives specific attention to the support of dissertations and research work of young re-
searchers. For this purpose, a concept was developed to establis an “initiative college” at the Univer-
sity of Vienna which gives junior researchers the opportunity to gain a PhD in the area of „Empower-
ment through Human Rights“. The college has been approved and will start in winter term 2009. 

Since spring 2009, the research platform brings human rights topics to a broader public through three 
different formats of events (Public Lecture Series, Cinema and Human Rights, Inter-University Round 
Table). 

Study Series 

The BIM is editor of a human rights study series since 1999 which has been 
published by Verlag Österreich until 2007. In 2008, a relaunch of the series in co-
operation with Neuer Wissenschaftlicher Verlag was prepared and led to the 
publication of the first new volumes at the beginning of 2009. The three books are: 
„Human Rights and Business“, „Global Standards – Local Action“ and „Indicators 
and Monitoring Systems in External Policy-Making of the EU“. 

New organisation structures 

Concerning the internal structure of the institute, the establishment of thematic teams was an impor-
tant step at the beginning of 2008. Since the BIM has grown significantly in terms of staff over the last 
few years a clearer distinction of topics and according resources became necessary. These consid-
erations resulted in focusing of BIM activities into six topical areas: 
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 Anti-Discrimination, Asylum and Migration 
 European Neighbourhood and Integration Policy 
 Women’s Rights, Child Rights, Trafficking in Human Beings 
 Human Rights in Development Co-operation and Business 
 Human Rights Education 
 Human Dignity and Public Security 

 
In addition, a new management body was introduced which is in charge of cross-cutting issues at the 
institute as well as project and staff related questions. Besides improved co-operation within the BIM 
these new structures provide a basis for enhanced support and development of staff members. 
 

 

In order to document activities of the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights in 2008, we would 
like to provide an overview of publications, events and staff developments on the following pages. As 
in previous years this documentation is accompanied by a comprehensive description of projects im-
plemented by the BIM in 2008. 
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Events 
 

BIM Conferences and Workshops 

Meeting Point Sustainability 

10 March 2008, Vienna 
Development of methods for education for sustainable development. Organised by Zentrum polis to-
gether with FORUM Environmental Education  

Open Method of Coordination - First Regional Conference in Skopje 

19 March 2008, Skopje 
The Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights and the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy of the 
Republic of Macedonia organised the first regional conference in the framework of the Open Method 
of Coordination in Skopje. 

Fundamental Rights Seminar for Judgeship Trainees 

16 to 18 September and 19 to 21 November 2008, Schloss Hernstein/Lower Austria 
organised by BIM in cooperation with the Higher Regional Court Vienna and the Department Funda-
mental Rights of the Association of Austrian Judges. Lecturers: Astrid Steinkellner, Hannes Tretter, 
Christof Tschohl 

Twinning Study Visit of a Delegation of Croatian Experts 

8 to 10 April, Vienna 
Study visit as part of the Twinning project „Combating Trafficking in Human Beings in Croatia“ with a 
focus on cooperation of NGOs and public institutions regarding the operation of emergency shelters 
for trafficked persons in Austria 

How Democratic are European Anti-Discrimination Policies? 

21 April 2008, Vienna 
Seminar and panel discussion in the framework of the project “Reflexive Governance”. With Marta 
Hodasz, Barbara Liegl, Manfred Nowak, Hannes Tretter 

Action Days Political Education 

23 April to 9 May 2008, Austria 
During the annual action days organised by Zentrum polis, Austrian schools and other educative or-
ganisations focus on civic and human rights education. 

Everyone has rights?! – Trainings on Day-to-Day Interaction with Each Other 

23 April to 9 May 2008, Vienna 
Workshops for school classes and teachers at WUK Kinderkultur, organised by Zentrum polis 

The War on Drugs and the Protection of Human Rights 

25 April 2008 
Panel discussion in cooperation with the Vienna UN NGO Committee on Human Rights (CONGO) 
with Manfred Nowak 

School Film Week: Intercultural Dialogue 

5 to 9 May 2008, Austria 
16 cinemas throughout Austria offered a diverse programme on cultural identities for pupils and 
teachers. 
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Human Rights Education in Schools: Learning beyond PISA 

8 May 2008, Vienna 
Presentation of a study on the status quo of Human Rights education in Austrian schools. The study 
was carried out by Zentrum polis and the Tyrolean Institute for Human Rights and Development Policy 
(TIME) within the World Programme for Human Rights Education  

Twinning Study Visit of a Delegation of Croatian Experts 

25 and 26 May, Vienna 
In the framework of the Twinning project „Reform of the Administrative Jurisdiction in Croatia” an ex-
pert group visited the relevant Austrian institutions. 

Internally Displaced Persons Legislators‘ Manual Project 

16 and 17 May 2008, Vienna 
Vienna Expert Meeting 2008 in cooperation with the Brookings – Bern Project on Internal Displace-
ment/The Brookings Institution. Organisation: Roland Schmidt, Andrea Sölkner, Input: Manfred Nowak 

Stakeholder conference – Twinning Project “Support to more Efficient, Effective and Modern 
Operation and Functioning of the Administrative Court of the Republic of Croatia” 

19 May 2008, Zagreb 
Within this conference the strategy paper for the drafting of a new Law on Administrative Disputes and 
drafting guidelines with recommendations on further key issues have been presented and discussed 
with up to 90 participants, among them high officials from ministries, administrative bodies and the 
judiciary. 

Launch of the Media Campaign against Trafficking in Human Beings in the Croatian TV 

28 May, Croatia 
In the course of the Twinning project „Combating Trafficking in Human Beings in Croatia“ among other 
activities a TV spot with the Croatian soccer star Davor Šuker was produced. The spot was broad-
casted throughout Croatia during the EURO 2008. 

Protection of Victim's Rghts in Criminal Proceedings and beyond – Training Romanian Law  
Enforcement and Judiciary  

23 and 24 June 2008, Amsterdam 
Final conference of the same-named project in cooperation with La Strada International. Organisation: 
Barbara Unterlerchner, Fiona Steinert 

Twinning Media Day – Training Seminar for Journalists 

23 June, Zagreb 
Julia Planitzer among others held a lecture on “Victim sensitive approach in reporting on cases and 
victims of trafficking in human beings from a human rights perspective” the framework of the Twinning 
project „Combating Trafficking in Human Beings in Croatia“. 

International Final Conference of the Twinning Project „Combating Trafficking in Human Beings 
in Croatia“ 

27 June, Zagreb 
At the final conference the project results were presented and evaluated by a high ranking panel. The 
presentation gained a lot of media attention. Lecturers for the BIM: Carmen Prior and Hannes Tretter 
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Got it? Verstehst? Chapes? – Intercultural Understanding between Young People 

10 to 17 August 2008, Klaffer / Upper Austria 
Summer academy focusing on discrimination, migration, integration and religious and cultural diver-
sity. Organised by Michael Nußbaumer and Katharina Wölfel in cooperation with the Austrian Kinder-
freunde. Workshops: Reinhard Eckert, Elisabeth Turek 

Positive Action Measures – Instruments to Establish Equal Opportunities? 

26 August 2008, Vienna / 28 August 2008, Graz / 9 September 2008, Den Haag / 10 September 2008, 
Utrecht 
Stakeholder-Workshops as part of the study „Positive Action Measures in the European Union, Can-
ada, the United States of America and South Africa“. Organisation: Katrin Wladasch 

Global Standards – Local Action: 15 Years Vienna World Conference on Human Rights 

28 and 29 August 2008, Vienna 
International expert conference in cooperation with the Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs and the 
European Training Centre for Human Rights and Democracy (ETC Graz). Contributions: Julia Kozma, 
Manfred Nowak, Elisabeth Turek. Organisation: Julia Kozma, no.sugar 

On the Path to EU: A Contribution of the Civil Society  
Sector in the Creation of the Policy of Social Inclusion of the Republic of Macedonia 

14 October 2008, Skopje 
Ceremonial promotion of the report and final conference of the project “Human Rights and Poverty 
Reduction in Macedonia” 

Extraordinary Renditions and the Protection of Human Rights 

6 and 7 October 2008, Vienna 
Expert seminar in the framework of the project „International Terrorism and Rule of Law: Analysis and 
Discussion of the EU-US Relations in the Fight against Terrorism” 

An Overview of the Decade 

27 October 2008, Salzburg 
Start-up event presenting the main tasks of the Austrian Agency for Education for Sustainable Devel-
opment. Organised by Zentrum polis in cooperation with the Forum Environmental Education 

Intercultural Dialogue – Challenge for Democratic Citizenship and Human Rights Education / 
Democracy and Human Rights Education in Adult Learning 

14 to 16 November, Vienna 
Meeting of the European coordinators of Citizenship Education of the Council of Europe programme 
„Education for Democratic Citizenship“ and international conference of the DARE network – Democ-
racy and Human Rights Education in Europe providing networking opportunities, hands-on training 
and an exchange of best practices in the field of EDC/HRE. Organised by Zentrum polis 

Turkey – A Country at the Gateway to Europe 

15 and 16 November 2008, Wien 
Workshop on the status quo of democracy, the rule of law and human rights in Turkey’s new draft 
constitution 
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Demanding Cmmittment of the Future Austrian Government to Anti-Discrimination and  
Integration Policy 

20 November, Wien 
Press conference in cooperation with ZARA – Civil Courage and Anti-Rassism Work and the Austrian 
Litigation Association of NGOs Against Discrimination 

Workshop „Designing Seminars“ 

25 November 2008, Wien 
Internal training for BIM staff, organised by the team Human Rights Education 

Round Tables: The EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) 

An overview of the latest developments and tasks of the agency. Arranged by the Austrian representa-
tive in the management board of the FRA, Hannes Tretter. Organisation: Agnes Eder, Astrid Steinkell-
ner. Contributions: Barbara Liegl, Katrin Wladasch, Volker Frey 

Latest developments and the protection of autochthonous and „new“ ethnic minorities by the EU 

1 December 2008, Klagenfurt/Celovec 
in cooperation with the University of Klagenfurt 

The EU Fundamental Rights Agency: Latest developments and the homophobia report 2008 

2 December 2008, Wien 
in cooperation with the Austrian Ministry of Justice 

The EU Fundamental Rights Agency: Latest developments and the fight against racism  
and xenophobia 

3 December 2008, Innsbruck 
in cooperation with the Department of European and International Law at the University of Innsbruck 

Islamic communities in Austria 

4 December 2008 
in cooperation with the Kepler University Linz 

Internationale Start-up Conference of the Twinning Project „Prevention of Trafficking in Human 
Beings in Romania“ 

2 and 3 December, Bukarest 
The project aims and activities were presented to the public and subsequently discussed with the pro-
ject partners in an internal meeting. 

this human world/One World in Vienna 

December 2008, Wien 
First Austrian Human Rights Film Festival 

Vielfalt bringt’s?! / z’sammstreiten / Alle Achtung / Wir sind Klasse! 

Spring / Autumn 2008, Austria 
Workshops für scholl classes in the framework of the European Year of Intercultural Dialogue. Organ-
ised by Zentrum polis 
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Lectures, panel discussions, presentations 
January 2008 

Labour Rights in Global Production Networks 

Presentation of Karin Lukas (together with Cornelia Staritz and Leonhard Plank) in the framework of 
the Research Seminar of the Political Economy Research Group (PERG) at the Central European 
University in Budapest 

Does the Death Penalty amount to Torture, Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Punishment? 

Presentation von Manfred Nowak at the conference “Under Pain of Death”, Austrian Cultural Forum 
New York, 21 January 

Trafficking in Human Beings 

Participation of Helmut Sax in a panel discussion on trafficking in human beings organized by the De-
partment of Criminal Law and Criminology at the Univeristy of Vienna, 21 January 

Gay Rights are Human Rights 

Input on discrimination on the ground of sexual orientation by Manfred Nowak at a panel discussion of 
Grüne andersrum and HOSI Vienna on international aspects of rights of lesbians, gays, bisexuals and 
transgender persons, Vienna, 25 January 

February 2008 

Death Penalty – a Perversion of the Rule of Law 

Participation of Manfred Nowak in a panel discussion at the international symposium „Sentenced to 
death – On the occasion of 40 years abolition of the death penalty in Austria“, Austrian League of Hu-
man Rights/Central Austrian Research Point Post-War Justice, Vienna, 7 February 

Reparations in the Practice of (Semi-)international Human Rights Institutions  

Presentation of Manfred Nowak at the seminar „Post-Conflict Reparations from a Human Rights Per-
spective”, Universiteit Leiden/Universiteit Utrecht, Leiden, 21 February 

Instruments that Zimbabwe Civil Society can use in the Fight against Torture 

Keynote speech by Manfred Nowak at the jubilee event of the Zimbabwe Human Rights NGO Forum, 
Harare, 23 February 

March 2008 

The Present Situation of Muslims in Austria between Islamophobia and a Constructive  
Establishment of Muslim Infrastructure 

Panel discussion at the symposium „Islam in Sight“ at the Danube University of Krems, Facilitation: 
Barbara Liegl, Krems, 3 and 4 March 

Strengthening the Protection of Women against Torture 

Participation of Manfred Nowak in a panel discussion of the Women’s Rights and Gender Unit of the 
Office of the High Commissioner of Human Rights/Permanent Mission of Switzerland, Geneva,  
11 March 
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The Role of Forensic Science in the Documentation of Torture 

Participation of Manfred Nowak in a panel discussion of the OHCHR/Permanent Mission of Denmark 
in the framework of side events of the 7th Session of the Human Rights Council, Geneva, 12 March 

EU Anti-Discrimination Law respectively EU Policies aimed at Combating Racism and Good  
Practises of its Implementation in EU Member States and the Role of the EU Agency for  
Fundamental Rights 

Lecture of Hannes Tretter at the international conference “Fighting against discrimination – best prac-
tices and new challenges. A comparative approach in EU member states”, Iasi/Romania, 13 to 15 
March 

Overview UN Human Rights System 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak at the Amnesty International Round Table “Economic, social and 
cultural rights – how shall an additional protocol to the covenant look like?” for Austrian ministries, 
Vienna, 26 March 

April 2008 

Human Rights 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak at the expert seminar „Stereotypes of the enemy in Europe – what 
can be done against it“ of the Sir Peter Ustinov Institute, Vienna, 2 and 3 April 

Tasks and Aims of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency 

Contribution of Hannes Tretter to the series „EU evening talks", Vienna, 2 April 

Torture, Labour camps, Reeducation 

Workshop held by Manfred Nowak and Katrin Kinzelbach at the amnesty international academy, Vi-
enna, 9 April 

Migration in European Soccer 

Lecture of Barbara Liegl (together with Georg Spitaler) on migration in Austrian soccer after 1945 at 
the conference „Migration in European soccer. Transnational networks – national identity policies“, 
Vienna, 11 and 12 April 

Human Rights – Where are we and where are we heading? 

Workshop held by Manfred Nowak at a training seminar for diplomats and leading civil servants. Or-
ganised by the Raoul Wallenberg Institute and the Swedish International Development Cooperation 
Agency, Dead Sea, 13 to 15 April 

Human Rights Aspects of Foreign Policy towards Africa – EU vis-à vis China 

Participation of Katrin Kinzelbach in the Policy Workshop „Common Interests – Common Action? Stra-
tegies and Initiatives of the EU and China towards Africa” of the German Council on Foreign Rela-
tions, Berlin, 16 and 17 April 

Torture and Terrorism – Current Challenges to the Prohibition of Torture in the Fight against 
Terrorism 

Workshop held by Manfred Nowak for Amnesty International, Mannheim, 17 April 
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Overview of Relevant UN and Other International Forums and Processes that Could Potentially 
be Utilised in Development of International Controls 

Presentation of Manfred Nowak at the “Omega Foundation/Amnesty International experts meeting to 
review and further develop national, regional and international controls on the transfer of security 
equipment used for torture”, London, 23 and 24 April 

Methods of a Police State and/or Important Measures for the Prevention and Prosecution of 
Criminal Acts? A Legal and Economic Assessment of the Amendment of the Security Police Act 
2007 

Lecture of Hannes Tretter at the jour fixe of the university course Information Law and Legal Informa-
tion, Vienna, 24 April 

Trafficking in Human Beings – Challenges and Strategies of Comabating 

Contribution of Carmen Prior (Resident Twinning Adviser fort he BIM in Zagreb) to the symposium on 
trafficking in human beings organised by the Austrian group of the International Association of Penal 
Law and the Austrian Association of Jurists, Vienna, 25 April 

Solidary Economy 

Lecture of Nicole Lieger on the occasion of the presentation of the dossier „Solidary Economy“, Catho-
lic Social Academy, Vienna, 28 April 

Labour Rights in Global Production Networks in the Romanian Apparel Industry 

Presentation of Karin Lukas (together with Cornelia Staritz and Leonhard Plank) at the Center for the 
Study of Political Economy (CSPE), University of Manchester 

May 2008 

Legionnaires Keep it Rolling 

Book launch of Barbara Liegl’s und Georg Spitaler’s publication on migration and soccer in the frame-
work of the exhibition „Wo die Wuchtel fliegt“ at the Wien Museum, Vienna, 7 May 

Juristras Project Conference 

Participation of Kerstin Buchinger, Barbara Liegl, Astrid Steinkellner and Hannes Tretter in the 4th 
conference of the project „Juristras – The Strasbourg Court, democracy and human rights of individu-
als and groups“ at the German Institute of Human Rights, Berlin, 8 to 11 May 

EU-China Dialogue Seminar on Human Rights – Children’s Rights and Right to Health 

Contribution on „Domestic Violence as a Gender-Specific Threat to the Right to Health” at the EU-
China Dialogue Seminar on Human Rights by Katrin Kinzelbach and participation of Helmut Sax as 
Rapporteur of the Working Group Children’s Rights, Bled/Slovenia, 13 and 14 May 

The Treaty of Lisbon: Sustainable Prerequisite for Better Policies? 

Lecture of Hannes Tretter at the policy consulting seminar European politics of the Renner Instituts, 
the Institute for the Danube Region and Central Europe and the Austrian Society for European Politics 
at the Diplomatic Academy, Vienna, 16 May 

Muslims in Austria: Islamophobia, Integration and Embracing the Muslim Identity 

Lecture of Barbara Liegl at the symposium „Muslims in the Secular State: Examples from Germany 
and Austria”, Friedrich Schiller University, Jena, 16 and 17 May 
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The Example of Torture: Are there any Constitutional Limits left? 

Lecture of Julia Kozma at the 4th Workshop on International Constitutional Law, Law Faculty, Univer-
sity of Vienna, 16 and 17 May 

Findings of the UN Monitoring Bodies on Abuses by Law Enforcement Officers in  
Council of Europe Member States 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak at the Council of Europe Workshop „Complaints against the police – 
their handling by the national human rights structures”, St. Petersburg, 19 to 21 May 

School and Integration 

Participation of Katrin Wladasch at the ZARA:Talk on challenges of integration in school, Vienna, 28 
May 

Human Rights in the Crisis of Globalisation 

Participation of Manfred Nowak in a panel discussion of the Mexico Platform, Vienna, 29 May 

Olympia, China and Human Rights 

Participation of Katrin Kinzelbach in an expert round table in the Austrian Parliament upon invitation of 
the Chairperson of the Human Rights Committee, Vienna, 30 May 

Labour Rights in Global Production Networks in the Romanian Apparel and Electronics Industry 

Presentation of Karin Lukas (together with Cornelia Staritz and Leonhard Plank) at the School of Sla-
vonic and East European Studies (SSEES) of the University College London 

June 2008 

Trafficking in Human Beings and Human Rights 

Lecture of Helmut Sax for a study group from the University of Tübingen, Vienna 

The Bridge – Beyond Black and White 

Participation of Katrin Wladasch in a panel discussion of the Pan African Forum, Vienna, 6 June 

United Nations and the Challenges in Protecting Human Rights in the 21st Century 

Participation of Manfred Nowak in a panel discussion of the American University, Washington, 6 June 

How to incorporate UN Special Procedures in a Human Rights Strategy 

Participation of Manfred Nowak in a panel discussion of the American University, Washington, 9 June 

Presentation of Shadow Report to the UN Child Rights Committee 

Presentation of the Austrian Shadow Report by Margit Ammer (BIM) and Marion Kreissl (ECPAT Aus-
tria), Geneva, 9 June 2008 

60 Years after the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR): Connecting Human Rights 
to Civil Liberties 

Panel discussion with Manfred Nowak at the American Civil Liberties Union Membership Conference 
2008, Washington, 10 June 
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The Implementation of the Racial Equality Directive in Austria 

Lecture of Katrin Wladasch at the Social & Political Science and Law Workshop „Should and Does 
Race or Ethnic Origin ‘Count’ in Fighting Discrimination?” at the European University Institute, Flor-
ence, 11 and 12 June 

Deployment of Armed Forces abroad: The Applicability of Fundamental and Human Rights dur-
ing the Deployment abroad of the Bundeswehr 

Lecture of Manfred Nowak Presentation „Deployment of armed forces abroad: The applicability of 
fundamental and human rights during the deployment abroad of the Bundeswehr”, Heinrich Böll Foun-
dation/Amnesty International Germany/Institute for International Law, University of Kiel, Berlin, 16 
June 

Global Warming – what now? How is Europe Dealing with the Issue of Climate Refugees? 

Discussion with Manfred Nowak organised by the Viennese Integration Conference on the occasion of 
World Refugee Day, Vienna, 19 June 

Introduction to the Manual for Special Procedures 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak at the Annual Meeting of Special Procedures of the UN Human 
Rights Council, OHCHR, Geneva, 24 June 

Torture and the European Union 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak to the Rights Sub-Committee of the European Parliament, Brussels, 
25 June 

A Human Rights Based Approach to Development Cooperation 

Workshop held by Manfred Nowak for staff members of the Swiss Development Agency, Rüttihubel-
bad/Schweiz, 30 June 

July 2008 

Global Sharing 

Lecture of Nicole Lieger at the SOL symposium „Sharing Labour and Wealth“, Markt Allhau, 4 to 6 July 

Sustainable Policies for Roma and Sinti Integration 

Participation of Claudia Sprenger in the OSCE Conference, Vienna, 11 July 

Do-it-yourself Solidary Economy / Politics of Attraction 

Lectures of Nicole Lieger at the attac summer academy 2008 in Steyr, 18 and 19 July 

Is there a Need for a Coordinated European Policy relating to the Principle of Non-refoulment? 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak at the EIUC Diplomatic Conference, Venice, 19 July 

Human Rights Work in Practice Using the Example of the UN Sepcial Rapporteur on Torture 

Workshop held by Isabelle Tschan at the Carlo-Schmid Summer Seminar of the German Academic 
Exchange Service (DAAD), Schmöckwitz/Berlin, 24 July 2008 
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August 2008 

Human Rights and Globalisation 

Lecture of Manfred Nowak at the Summer University Strobl 

September 2008 

The International Struggle against Torture 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak at the Poznań Human Rights Centre and the Adam Mickiewicz Uni-
versity, Poznan, 6 September 

Human Rights, Torture, and CSR im 21st Century 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak to representatives of the Austrian Business Community, Vienna, 9 
September 

A Human Rights Based Approach to Drug Policy: A Topic for the Human Rights Council? 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak for Human Rights Watch/International Harm Reduction Association, 
Geneva, 16 September 

Solidary Economy and Basic Income 

Lecture of Nicole Lieger (together with Anna Vobruba) in the framework of the „Week of Basic In-
come“, Vienna, 17 September 

Corruption and Human Rights. Experiences of the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture 

Presentation by Julia Kozma at the panel discussion „Combating corruption in Development Coopera-
tion. Perspectives and current developments.“ organised by the Austrian Development Cooperation 
and the Vienna Institute for International Dialogue, 18 September 

European Approaches Towards Data Collection on Trafficking in Human Beings 

Conference of the Austrian Ministry of Interior and the International Organisation for Migration. Partici-
pation of Kerstin Buchinger and Bärbel Uhl (Twinning project to combat trafficking in human beings in 
Romania), Brussels, 18 and 19 September 

Human Rights Monitoring through External Visiting Mechanisms 

Lecture of Manfred Nowak at the 2nd Academic Penal Regime Days, University Vienna, 22 and 23 
September 

Labour Rights in Global Production Networks 

Presentation of Karin Lukas (together with Cornelia Staritz and Leonhard Plank) in the framework of 
the Junior Visiting Fellows seminar series of the Institute for Human Sciences (IWM) 

October 2008 

Exchange of Information and Best Practices on First Reception, Protection and Treatment of 
Unaccompanied Minors 

Participation of Helmut Sax in a panel discussion of the Austrian Ministry of Interior and the Interna-
tional Organisation for Migration, Vienna, 1 October 
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Civil Society Platform Meeting 

First meeting of the Civil Society Platform of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency. Participation of 
Reinhard Eckert, Helmut Sax, Fiona Steinert, Katrin Wladasch, Vienna, 7 and 8 October 

*30*20*10* Years against Violence towards Women and Children 

Participation of Julia Planitzer in the expert meeting on the occasion of the 30th anniversary of 
women’s shelters in Austria, the 20th anniversary of the Association of Austrian Women’s Shelters 
and 10 years Women’s Helpline, Salzburg, 8 and 9 October 

Transnational Corporations and Human Rights 

Participation of Astrid Steinkellner at the international conference of the European Center for Constitu-
tional and Human Rights (ECCHR), Berlin, 9 to 11 October 

A Decade of EU-China Human Rights Dialogue:  
Reconstructive Case Study and Impact Assessment 

Lecture of Katrin Kinzelbach at the International Autumn Conference in the framework of the European 
Foreign and Security Policy Studies Programme, Brussels, 9 to 11 October 

European Human Rights Protection: Common Grounds, Interactions and Challenges 

Lecture of Hannes Tretter at the conference „Rights and Cultures: Conflicts or Interaction“. Organised 
by the University Milano-Bicocca, Milan, 13 and 14 October 

15 Years Vienna Declaration: Poverty Reduction through the Human Rights Based Approach – 
European and Global Perspectives 

Lecture of Manfred Nowak at the start-up event to the series "DialogEntwicklung" of the Austrian De-
velopment Agency, Vienna, 15 October 2008 

Child Rights 

Training for SOS Kinderdorf International held by Helmut Sax, Vienna, 16 October 

Human Rights Policies of the European Union and the Newly Established Fundamental Rights 
Agency 

Lecture of Hannes Tretter for Justitia et Pax, Vienna, 20 October 

Engaging with International Bodies to promote Legal Safeguards and protect Human Rights in 
the Counter-Terrorism Context 

Participation of Manfred Nowak in the Meeting on International Aviation Law, UN Counter-Terrorism 
Implementation Task Force/Working Group “Protecting human rights while countering terrorism”, New 
York, 22 October 2008 

Combating Torture 

Presentation of Manfred Nowak at the Columbia Law School, New York, 22 October 

Business and Poverty – Innovative Strategies for Global CSR 

Participation of Claudia Sprenger in the Corporate Social Responsibility conference of the Institute for 
Cooperation in Development Projects, Vienna, 27October 
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Advocacy for Incorporating the Convention on the Rights of the Child in National Legislation 

Lecture of Helmut Sax and facilitation of the working group "Developing and working with indicators for 
monitoring child rights" at the Fifth Regional Meeting of NGO Children’s Rights Coalitions in Europe, 
Bucharest, 28 to 30 October 

Selected Rights under the ICCPR 

Workshop held by Manfred Nowak for the Raoul Wallenberg Institute / Human Rights Law Research 
Centre at the Istanbul Bilgi Universität, Istanbul, 30 and 31 October 

Juristras Project Conference 

Participation of Kerstin Buchinger and Astrid Steinkellner in the 5th conference of the  project „Juristras 
– The Strasbourg Court, democracy and human rights of individuals and groups“, Yildiz Technical 
University, Istanbul, 30 October to 2 November 

Trafficking in Human Beings 

4 workshops at schools regarding trafficking in human beings based on the educational toolkit devel-
oped by the BIM and 2 introductory presentations for pupils to the Austrian trafficking-related movie 
„Kurz davor ist es passiert” held by Julia Planitzer, October and November 

November 2008 

The Role of the EU in UN Human Rights Reform 

Participation of Manfred Nowak and Helga Baumschabl in the Management Committee Meeting of the 
same-named COST project (European Cooperation in the field of Scientific and Technical Research), 
Brussels, 6 November 

Reasons for the Establishment of a World Court for Human Rights 

Lecture of Manfred Nowak at the German United Nations Association, Berlin,  
7 November 

Development Cooperation and Human Rights 

Workshop held by Christine Sommer and Claudia Sprenger at the Amnesty International Human 
Rights conference „A/No Reason to Celebrate“, 7 and 8 November 

(Dis)abilities. Development. Human Rights. 

Participation of Claudia Sprenger in a panel discussion on accessible barrier-free development. Or-
ganised by Light for the World in the Austrian Parliament, 19 November 

The Situation of Detainees 

Presentation of Manfred Nowak to the UN Committee against Torture, Geneva, 20 November 2008 

Politics of Attraction 

Lecture of Nicole Liege at the symposium „Invisible Intelligence: Present Critical Theory in Austria“, 
Neue Galerie Graz am Landesmuseum Joanneum, Graz, 20 and 21 November 

Humanity and the Experience of Violence and Genocide 

Participation of Hannes Tretter in a Round Table at the international workshop ”Routes to Maut-
hausen”. Organised by the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute for for Historical Social Science and the De-
partment for Contemporary History of the University of Vienna, 27 November 
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New Technical Measures of Surveillance 

Participation of Christof Tschohl at a seminar of the expert group Fundamental Rights of the Associa-
tion of Austrian Judges, Higher Regional Court Vienna, 27 November 

December 2008 

Challenges to the Absolute Prohibition of Torture 

Presentation by Manfred Nowak at the Webster University, Vienna, 3 December 

My Brother´s Keeper 

Presentation of the film “My Brother’s Keeper”. Participation of Manfred Nowak in the press confer-
ence and panel discussion on the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the Universal Declaration of 
Human Rights. Amnesty International conference, Capetown, 10 December 

The Austrian Human Rights situation 

Participation of Katrin Wladasch in an expert talk on the occasion of the Internationl Human Rights 
Day upon invitation of the Human Rights spokeswoman of the Austrian Green Party, Alev Korun. Par-
liament, Vienna, 10 December 

Alternatives to Sanctions and Shaming: What is the Impact of Non-confrontational Human 
Rights Promotion? 

Lecture of Katrin Kinzelbach at the conference “Sixty Years of Human Rights: Implementation and 
Innovation, Harvard University, Cambridge, 11 December 

Development of Guidelines for the Collection of Data on Trafficking in Human Beings including 
Comparable Indicators 

Participation of Julia Planitzer in the expert meeting of the same-named project, 11 and 12 December 

First Magdeburg Human Rights Medal 

Conferment of the medal to Manfred Nowak by the Department Human Rights of the Otto-von-
Guericke University Magdeburg, 15 December 
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University Courses at the University of Vienna 
During summer term 2008 and winter term 2008/2009 the following courses were offered by BIM staff 
members: 

Law Faculty 

Round Table Human Rights: Visions fort he 22nd Century – Economic and Social Human Rights 
Nicole Lieger 

Round Table Human Rights: Do we need Penalty? – Alternatives and Approaches to Solutions 
Nicole Lieger, Judith Stummer-Kolonovits 

Human Rights Work in Practice 
Nicole Lieger 

Protection of Fundamental Rights through the Constitutional Court 
Hannes Tretter 

Fundamental Rights in Criminal Trials 
Hannes Tretter, Christof Tschohl 

Cinema and Human Rights 
Manfred Nowak, Roland Schmidt 

Human Rights and China – Analysis and Response 
Manfred Nowak, Katrin Kinzelbach 

International and European Human Rights Regime 
Manfred Nowak, Walter Suntinger 

Universal Declaration of Human Rights and 15 Years Vienna Declaration and  
Programme of Action 
Manfred Nowak, Julia Kozma 

European Human Rights Protection 
Hannes Tretter 

International Criminal Courts 
Gerhard Hafner, Manfred Nowak, Frank Höpfl 

Department for Didactics of History, Social Studies and Civic Education 

Civic Education for teacher trainees of Economic and Social History 
Sabine Mandl, Helmut Sax, Dorothea Steurer und Katrin Wladasch 
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Brown Bag Lunch 
Since 2007 a so called Brown Bag Lunch has been established at the BIM to enhance exchange be-
tween BIM staff members. In 2008, the following topics were presented and discussed. 

EU-China Human Rights Dialogue 

Katrin Kinzelbach talks about her research work on the EU-China Human Rights Dialogue; Discussion 
of pros and cons of a boycott of the Olympic Games in China, 24 April 

Report from Georgia 

Marion Kipiani talks about the political situation in Georgia which has led to early elections. Report on 
the status of civil society, the problematic course of the elections, especially in areas which are inhab-
ited by ethnic minorities and the envisaged cooperation project with the Civic Integration Foundation 
(Working title: „Building Civil Society in Samtskhe Javakheti and Kvemo Kartli through Active Civic 
Participation“), 12 June 

The Accountability of States and Transnational Corporations for Labour Rights in Global Produc-
tion Networks 

Karin Lukas presents her inter-disciplinary dissertation project on the topic of Human Rights and Busi-
ness with a focus on her analysis of businesses in Romania, 11 September 

Trafficking in Human Beings in Romania 

On the occasion of the project start Susanne Fracezek and Julia Planitzer present the Twinning pro-
ject „Improving the institutional capacity of the agencies involved in the prevention of trafficking in hu-
man beings in line with the current European standards and best practices”, 16 October 

ECtHR, Democracy and Human Rights of Individuals and Groups 

In the framework of the project Juristras the interrelations of judicial and political entities on national 
and European level are analysed. This includes analyses of the course of proceedings of the Euro-
pean Court of Human Rights and national implementation of its decisions. 
Astrid Steinkellner, Kerstin Buchinger and Barbara Liegl talk about the status quo of the project find-
ings, 13 November 

Inter- and Transdisciplinarity 

Report from the workshop on inter- und transdisciplinarity which was held from 10 to 12 October in the 
framework of the Research Platform „Human Rights in the European Context“. Participants gained 
interesting insights into the challenges and problems as well as the advantages of inter-disciplinary 
research. Report by Julia Kozma, Barbara Liegl, Katharina Wölfel u.a., 27 November 
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Publications 
 

BIM Study Series – Verlag Österreich (since 1999) 
Volume 1: Marschik, Nikolaus: Die UN-Rassendiskriminierungskonvention im österreichischen 

Recht, 1999, 195 Seiten 

Volume 2: Sax, Helmut / Hainzl, Christian: Die verfassungsrechtliche Umsetzung der UN-
Kinderrechtskonvention in Österreich, 1999, 257 Seiten 

Volume 3: Kriebaum, Ursula: Folterprävention in Europa. Die Europäische Konvention zur Verhütung 
von Folter und unmenschlicher oder erniedrigender Behandlung oder Bestrafung, 2000, 
786 Seiten 

Volume 4:  Nowak, Manfred / Chunying, Xin (Eds.): EU-China Human Rights Dialogue. Proceedings 
of the Second EU-China Legal Expert Seminar held in Beijing on 19 and 20 October 1998, 
2000, 190 Seiten 

Volume 5:  Ölz, Martin: NGOs im internationalen Menschenrechtsschutz, 2002, 431 Seiten 

Volume 6: Tretter, Hannes (Ed.): Temporary Protection für bosnische Flüchtlinge in Europa. Länder-
berichte / Country Reports, 2000, 530 Seiten 

Volume 7:  Tretter, Hannes (Ed.): Temporary Protection für Flüchtlinge in Europa. Analysen und 
Schlussfolgerungen, 2005, 364 Seiten 

Volume 8:  Hainzl, Christian: Human Rights in Bhutan. The Legal System, The Southern Problem, 
2000, 166 Seiten 

Volume 9: Kartusch, Angelika / Knaus, Katharina / Reiter, Gabriele: Bekämpfung des Frauenhandels 
nach internationalem und österreichischem Recht, 2000, 246 Seiten 

Volume 10: Binder, Johannes: The Human Dimension of the OSCE. From Recommendation to Im-
plementation, 2001, 473 Seiten 

Volume 11: Windmeißer, Anette: Der Menschenrechtsansatz in der Entwicklungszusammenarbeit, 
2002, 490 Seiten 

Volume 12: Sperl, Louise / Lukas, Karin / Sax, Helmut: Wirtschaftliche, soziale und kulturelle Rechte 
von AsylwerberInnen, 2004, 350 Seiten 

Volume 14: Jauk, Barbara: Exekutive und Menschenrechte, 2004, 548 Seiten 

Volume 15: Charbord, Anne: Human Rights of Internally Displaced Persons in Bosnia and Herzego-
vina, 2005, 477 Seiten 

Published 2008: 

Volume 13:  Ursula Werther-Pietsch: Entwicklung und Menschenrechte. Kongruenz und Dilemmas, 
2008, 276 Seiten 

 

Publications 2008 
Europarat (Ed.): Demokratische Schulgestaltung in Theorie und Praxis. German Translation of De-
mocratic Governance of Schools (co-ordinated by Zentrum polis), 2. überarbeitete Auflage, Wien 2008 

Hellerschmidt, Brigitta / Lein, Therese / Neuburg, Renate / Schuh, Maria: Mehr haben oder mehr vom 
Leben haben? Teil 1, Edition polis, Wien 2008 (2. Auflage) 

Hellerschmidt, Brigitta / Kausl, Christa Maria / Lein, Therese: Mehr haben oder mehr vom Leben ha-
ben? Teil 2, Edition polis, Wien 2008
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Kozma, Julia: Die Judikatur des ICTY und ihre Auswirkungen auf den Internationalen Strafgerichtshof, 
Verlag Dr. Müller, Saarbrücken 2008 

Liegl, Barbara / Spitaler, Georg: Legionäre am Ball: Migration im österreichischen Fußball nach 1945, 
Braumüller, Wien 2008 

Nowak, Manfred / McArthur, Elizabeth: The United Nations Convention Against Torture – A Commen-
tary, Oxford University Press, Oxford/New York 2008 

Zentrum polis: Politische Bildung in Österreich. WieWerWas, Edition polis, Wien 2008 

Zentrum polis (Ed.): Interkultureller Dialog, Interkulturelles Lernen. Texte – Unterrichtsbeispiele – Pro-
jekte, Wien 2008 

 

Co-edited 2008 
Cole, Eden / Eppert, Kerstin / Kinzelbach, Katrin (Eds.): Public Oversight of the Security Sector: A 
Handbook for Civil Society Organizations, United Nations Development Programme 2008 

Bielefeldt, Heiner / Deile, Volkmar / Hamm, Brigitte / Hutter, Franz-Josef / Kurtenbach, Sabine / Tret-
ter, Hannes (Eds.): Jahrbuch Menschenrechte 2009. Schwerpunkt: Religionsfreiheit. In co-operation 
with the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights in Vienna, the German section of amnesty inter-
national, the German Institute of Human Rights in Berlin and the Institute for Development and Peace 
in Duisburg. Böhlau, Wien/Köln/Weimar 2008 

 

Individual Publications and Articles 2008 
Ammer, Margit: Verbot der Sklaverei und Zwangsarbeit, in: Heißl, Gregor (Ed.): Handbuch Menschen-
rechte – Allgemeine Grundlagen, Grundrechte, Entwicklungen, Rechtsschutz, facultas.wuv, Wien 
2008, 118-130 

Ammer, Margit / Buchinger, Kerstin: Asylverfahren am Prüfstand. In: Integration im Fokus Spezial, 
Dezember 2008, 22-23 

Ammer, Margit / Buchinger, Kerstin: Die Moscheen- und Minarettdebatte aus grundrechtlicher Sicht. 
In: migralex, 3/2008, 78-85 

Ammer, Margit / Liegl, Barbara / Wladasch, Katrin: Religionsfreiheit im Kampf der Kulturen. In: Biele-
feld, Heiner / Deile, Volkmar / Hamm, Brigitte / Hutter, Franz-Josef / Tretter, Hannes, et al (Eds.): Jahr-
buch Menschenrechte 2009, Religionsfreiheit und Menschenrechte, Böhlau, Wien 2008, 195-208 

Angerler, Eva/ Liegl, Barbara: CSR and corporate governance in Austria. In: Transfer, Vol 14 No 1, 
Spring 2008, 77-92 

Bischof, Karin / Liegl, Barbara: Integration in kleineren Gemeinden als Spiegel der Arbeitsmarktdy-
namiken Ausfallshaftung Zivilgesellschaft. In: Leibetseder, Bettina / Weidenholzer Josef (Eds.): Inte-
gration ist gestaltbar: Strategien erfolgreicher Integrationspolitiken in Städten und Regionen, Soci-
ologica, Band 13, Wien 2008 

Lieger, Nicole: Solidarwirtschaft im umfassenden Sinn: Was menschliches Leben möglich und schön 
macht. In: Katholischen Sozialakademie Österreichs, Dossier 3/2008 („Solidarische Ökonomie“) 

Lieger, Nicole: Welche Wirtschaft, welche Rechte? In: Frauensolidarität, Nr. 105, March 2008 

Lieger, Nicole: Globale Solidarität – persönliche Konsequenzen. In: SOL – Zeitschrift für Solidarität, 
Ökologie und Lebensstil, Nr.131, 2008 

Lieger, Nicole: Solidarwirtschaft im umfassenden Sinn. In: malmoe, October 2008 

Lieger, Nicole: Menschen und Fische: Entwicklung? Hilfe? In: SOL – Zeitschrift für Solidarität, Ökolo-
gie und Lebensstil, Nr.131, 2008 
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Liegl, Barbara / Spitaler, Georg: „Legionäre“ am Ball. Transnationalität und Identitätspolitik im österrei-
chischen Profifußball. In: Kobenter, Samo / Plener, Peter (Eds.): Seitenwechsel: Geschichten vom 
Fußball, Bohmann Verlag, Wien 2008, 41-52 

Nowak, Manfred: Das Folterverbot – Der Beitrag von Rudolf Machacek und Franz Matscher zur Inter-
pretation von Art 3 EMRK. In: Bammer, Armin / Holzinger, Gerhard / Vogl, Mathias / Wenda, Gregor 
(Eds.): Rechtsschutz gestern – heute – morgen, Festgabe zum 80. Geburtstag von Rudolf Machacek 
und Franz Matscher, NW-Verlag, Wien/Graz 2008, 323-340 

Nowak, Manfred: The Death Penalty: A Cruel, Inhuman and Degrading Punishment. Contribution to 
the Catalogue of the Exhibition “Under Pain of Death”, New York, 21 January to 12 May 2008, 14-17 

Nowak, Manfred: Falsche Feinde. In: Falter Nr. 24/08 

Nowak, Manfred: Vom Weltstrafrecht zum Weltzivilrecht oder vom Internationalen Strafgerichtshof 
zum Internationalen Gerichtshof für Menschenrechte? Überlegungen am Beispiel der Folterbekämp-
fung. In: Buffard, Isabelle / Crawford, James / Pellet, Alain / Wittich, Stephan (Eds.): International Law 
between Universalism and Fragmentation. Festschrift in Honour of Gerhard Hafner, Brill Academic, 
Leiden 2008, 667-700 

Nowak, Manfred / Schmidt, Roland: Das absolute Folterverbot – Aktuelle Herausforderungen im 
Kampf gegen den Terrorismus. In: Schmalenbach, Kirsten / Benedek, Wolfgang (Eds.): Von Terroris-
musbekämpfung bis Klimaschutz. Beiträge zum 32. Österreichischen Völkerrechtstag 2007 in Al-
taussee, Peter Lang Publishing, Frankfurt/Main 2008, 33-50 

Nowak, Manfred: Menschenrechte – Grundrechte (Das Seminar W3). In: Klepp, Cornelia, Daniela 
Rippitsch (Hrsg.); 25 Jahre Universitätslehrgang Politische Bildung in Österreich, facultas.wuv, Wien 
2008, 193-196 

Nowak, Manfred: Die Todesstrafe: Rache statt Gerechtigkeit. In: Kuretsidis-Haider, Claudia / Halbrai-
ner, Heimo / Ebner, Elisabeth (Eds.): Mit dem Tode bestraft. Historische und rechtspolitische Aspekte 
zur Todesstrafe in Österreich im 20. Jahrhundert und der Kampf um ihre weltweite Abschaffung, Ver-
lag Clio, Graz 2008, 179-189 

Nowak, Manfred: Persönliche Erinnerungen an WUS. In: Festschrift WUS (World University Service 
Austria), Graz 2008, 18-20 

Nowak, Manfred: Der Minderheitenschutz in den Vereinten Nationen. In: Hafner, Gerhard / Pandel, 
Martin (Eds.): Schutz und Durchsetzung der Rechte nationaler Minderheiten, Internationales Sympo-
sium, Hermagoras Verlag, Klagenfurt/Laibach/Wien 2008, 39-50 

Nowak, Manfred: Ein Weltgerichtshof für Menschenrechte – Eine utopische Forderung? In: Vereinte 
Nationen 5/08, 205-211 

Nowak, Manfred: Menschenrechte in der Krise. In: vidc – Vienna Institute for International Dialogue 
and Cooperation Newsletter 4/2008 

Nowak, Manfred: Geleitwort. In: Heißl, Gregor (Ed.): Handbuch Menschenrechte − Allgemeine Grund-
lagen, Grundrechte, Entwicklungen, Rechtsschutz, facultas.wuv, Wien 2009, 7-9 

Nowak, Manfred: Mut und Recht statt Paten und Gnade. In: Falter Nr. 03/09 

Nowak, Manfred / Schmidt, Roland: Kunstwerk Menschenrechte. In: Die Furche, 3 December 2008 

Sax, Helmut: Kinderrechte. In: Heißl, Gregor (Ed.): Handbuch Menschenrechte − Allgemeine Grundla-
gen, Grundrechte, Entwicklungen, Rechtsschutz, facultas.wuv, Wien 2008, 542-557 

Sax, Helmut: Versprochen & gebrochen – Kinderrechte am Prüfstand. In: Bundesverband Österreichi-
scher Elternverwalteter Kindergruppen (BÖE): frische böe, 4/2008 

Schmaus, Christian/Tretter, Hannes: Von Datensammlern und Terroristenjägern – Zum Stellenwert 
der europäischen Grundrechtecharta am Beispiel der EU-Richtlinie zur Datenspeicherung. In: Der 
Standard, 21 June 2007 

 27



Publications BIM Annual Report 2008

 

Tretter, Hannes: Stand und Zukunft des Menschenrechtsschutzes in Europa. In: Bielefeldt, Heiner / 
Hutter, Franz-Josef / Kurtenbach, Sabine / Tessmer, Carsten (Eds.): MenschenrechtsFragen, Fest-
schrift für Volkmar Deile, von Loeper Literaturverlag, Karlsruhe 2008, S. 38-55 

Tretter, Hannes: Die Entwicklung des Europäischen Menschenrechtsschutzes aus der Allgemeinen 
Erklärung der Menschenrechte – Stärken, Schwächen und Zukunftsperspektiven, in: Hutter, Franz-
Josef / Kimmle, Carsten (Eds.): Das uneingelöste Versprechen – 60 Jahre Allgemeine Erklärung der 
Menschenrechte, von Loeper Literaturverlag, Karlsruhe 2008, S. 58-70 

Tretter, Hannes: Menschenrechte in der Krise (Zum 60. Jahrestag der Allgemeinen Erklärung der 
Menschenrechte). In: Die Presse, 9. Dezember 2008 

Tschohl, Christof: Recht auf persönliche Freiheit, Freizügigkeit, Niederlassungsfreiheit. In: Heißl, Gre-
gor (Ed.): Handbuch Menschenrechte − Allgemeine Grundlagen, Grundrechte, Entwicklungen, 
Rechtsschutz, facultas.wuv, Wien 2008 

 

Studies, Working Papers, Reports, Materials 2008 
Bauer, Veronika / Buchinger, Kerstin / Czech, Philip / Steinkellner, Astrid / Tschohl, Christof et al : 
Grundrechte im gerichtlichen Berufsalltag, Lernunterlage für die Ausbildung Österreichischer Rich-
teramtsanwärterInnen, Bundesministerium für Justiz, Wien 2008 

Brookings Institution – University of Bern, Project on Internal Displacement: Protecting Internally Dis-
placed Persons: A Manual for Law and Policymakers. Basierend auf einer Studie von Andrea Sölkner, 
Bern October 2008 

Buchinger, Kerstin / Liegl, Barbara / Tretter, Hannes / Steinkellner, Astrid: Strasbourg Jurisprudence 
and Minorities: Litigation and Implementation in Austria, The European Court of Human Rights, De-
mocracy and Minorities: An Inquiry into Litigation and Domestic Implementation in Nine Countries, 
Europäische Kommission, Luxemburg 2008 

ECPAT/ Ludwig Boltzmann Institut für Menschenrechte et al (Eds): Alternative Report on the Austrian 
Implementation of the Optional Protocol to the Convention on the Rights of the Child on the Sale of 
Children, Child Prostitution and Child Pornography (OPSC), Vienna May 2008 

Lieger, Nicole: Die Politik der Anziehung: Neue Formen politischen Arbeitens. Paper zum Symposion 
„Unsichtbare Intelligenz: Kritische Theorie der Gegenwart in Österreich“, Vienna November 2008 

Lieger, Nicole: Pluralismus in der Politik der Anziehung, Essay, entstanden im Rahmen der Ringvorle-
sung „Zwangsfreiheiten“; October 2008 

Liegl, Barbara / Hodasz, Marta / Wladasch, Katrin: Reflexive Governance in the Public Interest – Anti-
Discrimination, Working Paper RefGov--Fr--24. European Framework Programme 6 Integrated Pro-
ject, 2008 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institut für Menschenrechte in Kooperation mit dem Institut für Rechtsinformatik der 
Leibniz Universität Hannover: Rechtsvergleichende Analyse im Hinblick auf die Umsetzung der Richt-
linie 2006/24/EG über die Vorratsdatenspeicherung im Auftrag des Bundesministeriums für Verkehr, 
Innovation und Technologie, March 2008 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institut für Menschenrechte/Skopje: On the Path to EU: A Contribution of the Civil 
Society Sector in the Creation of the Policy of Social Inclusion in the Republic of Macedonia, Skopje 
October 2008 

Nowak, Manfred: Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment on his Mission to Togo, submitted on 6 January 2008 to the United 
Nations Human Rights Council, UN-Doc. A/HRC/7/3/Add.5 

Nowak, Manfred: Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment, submitted on 15 January 2008 to the United Nations Human 
Rights Council, UN-Doc. A/HRC/7/4 

 28 



BIM Annual Report 2008 Publications

 

Nowak, Manfred: Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment on his Mission to Sri Lanka, submitted on 26 February 2008 to the 
United Nations Human Rights Council, UN-Doc. A/HRC/7/3/Add.6 

Nowak, Manfred: Report of the Special Rapporteur on torture and other forms of cruel, inhuman or 
degrading treatment or punishment on his Mission to Indonesia, submitted on 11 March 2008 to the 
United Nations Human Rights Council, UN-Doc. A/HRC/7/3/Add.3 

Nowak, Manfred: Is There a Need for a Coordinated European Policy relating to the Principle of Non-
Refoulement?, EIUC Diplomatic Conference, Venice, 19 July 2008 

Nowak, Manfred: Protecting Dignity: An Agenda for Human Rights – Progress Report of the Eminent 
Persons Panel by Manfred Nowak, Panel member and rapporteur, Geneva 2008, 9-41 

Sax, Helmut: National Survey: Austria – Beitrag über internationale Adoption in Österreich.  
ChildONEurope-Projekt "International adoption in the EU” (IP/C/LIBE/IC/2008-003), September 2008 

Wijers, Marjan: Handbook Trafficking in human beings for police, prosecutors and judges. Protection 
of victims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond. Entwickelt im Rahmen einer Reihe von Train-
ingsseminaren für rumänische Polizei, Staatsanwalt- und Richterschaft, organisiert von der rumäni-
schen Generalstaatsanwaltschaft, dem Ludwig Boltzmann Institut für Menschenrechte, der Deutschen 
Stiftung für Internationale Rechtliche Zusammenarbeit und La Strada International, June 2008 

Zentrum polis: Aktionstage Politische Bildung 2008. Interkultureller Dialog für kulturelle Vielfalt. Pro-
gramme, Vienna 2008 

Zentrum polis (Ed.): Die Schulbibliothek als Ort der Politischen Bildung, Vienna 2008 

Zentrum polis: Lexika im Unterricht der Politischen Bildung. Tipps und Anregungen, Vienna 2008 

Zentrum polis: Schulfilmwoche Interkultureller Dialog 5. bis 9. Mai 2008. Programme, Vienna 2008 

 

Expert Opinions and Statements 2008 
Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights / Litigation Association of NGOs Against Discrimination / 
ZARA – Civil Courage and Anti-Racism Work: Comments on ECRI (2004) Third report on Austria, 
2008 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights / Litigation Association of NGOs Against Discrimination / 
ZARA – Civil Courage and Anti-Racism Work: Forderungskatalog zur Umsetzung einer nachhaltigen 
Anti-Diskriminierungs- und Integrationspolitik, November 2008 

Schmaus, Christian / Tschohl, Christof: Stellungnahme des Ludwig Boltzmann Instituts für Menschen-
rechte zum Bundesgesetz, mit dem das Datenschutzgesetz 2000 geändert wird (DSG-Novelle 2008) 

Kritik des UN-Kinderrechtsausschusses an Österreich: Mehr Rechtsschutz, Zusammenarbeit und 
Ressourcen nötig für Kinder als Opfer von sexueller Ausbeutung und Kinderhandel in Österreich, 
Press release of ECPAT Austria on the occasion of the EU Day against Trafficking in Human Beings 
on 18 October 2008 

 

Periodicals 2008 

polis aktuell. Monthly paper for teachers and multipliers 

Nr. 1/08: Die Achter-Jahre 
Anlass für dieses Heft waren die gehäuften nationalen und internationalen Gedenk- und Jahrestage 
(1918, 1938, 1948, 1968, 1978).  
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Nr. 2/08: Geld regiert die Welt! Doch wer regiert das Geld? 
Autoren des Tiroler Forum Zukunft und Entwicklung beleuchteten Geschichte, Funktionsweise und 
Alternativen zum Geldverkehr. 

Nr. 3/08: Protest 
Welche Formen und Wirkungen von Protest gibt es – Protest als Mittel zwischen Widerstand und Mit-
gestaltung. 

Nr. 4/08: Sport und Politik 
Die Fußball-EM in Österreich war uns Anlass, die Verbindungen zwischen Sport und Politik zu be-
leuchten. 

Nr. 5/08: Körper – Raum – Politik – Lernen  
Reflexionen und Anregungen zu den Themen Schularchitektur, Schulmöbel, Sitzordnungen, Raum- 
und Körpersprache sowie Körper-Disziplinierung 

Nr. 6/08: Politische Bildung 2008/09 
Diese Sondernummer diente LehrerInnen als Wegweiser und Handreichung zur Politischen Bildung 
im Schuljahr 2008/09. 

Nr. 7/08: Pop und Politik 
Die vielfältigen Verknüpfungen von Popmusik mit Politik im Kontext von Jugendkultur wurden in die-
sem Heft beleuchtet. 

Nr. 8/08: Politische Bildung von Anfang an 
Anregungen und Übungen zum Politik Lernen mit Volksschulkindern 

Nr. 9/08: Konsum / Lebensstil / Jugendkultur 
Vom Aufwachsen in der Konsumkultur berichtete Bernhard Heinzelmaier vom Institut für Jugendkultur-
forschung. 

Development Cooperation Newsletter 

The BIM and the Austrian Development Cooperation publish a quaterly newsletter on current projects 
in the framework of development cooperation, peacekeeping and conflict prevention. 

 

Dissertations und Master Theses 
finished in 2008 by BIM staff members or under supervision of Manfred Nowak and Hannes Tretter 

 
Fischer, Paul: Das Selbstbestimmungsrecht der Völker als Grundvoraussetzung für individuelle Men-
schenrechte: Der Demokratisierungsprozess im Irak. Dissertation, Universität Wien, 2008 

Fraczek, Susanne: Interkulturalität und Diversität in der EU Heranführungspolitik: das Instrument 
Twinning im Spiegel des Europäischen Jahres des interkulturellen Dialogs 2008. Diplomarbeit, Uni-
versität Wien, 2008 

Hiltgartner, Karin: Denationalization of Immovable Property and the Right to Restitution – A Case 
Study on the Denationalization Process on Urban Construction Land in the Republic of Serbia. Disser-
tation, Universität Wien, 2008 

Rathler, Martina: Die Umsetzung der Asylverfahrensrichtlinie in das österreichische Recht unter Be-
rücksichtigung der betroffenen Grundrechte. Dissertation, Universität Wien, 2008 

Seyedabdalmajid, Mirdamadi: Menschenrechte im Islam. Dissertation, Universität Wien, 2008 

Wiesinger, Eva: Direct and Indirect Responsibilities for Corporate Human Rights Violations. Disserta-
tion, Universität Wien, 2008 

Winter, Petra: "Russia is big and Strasbourg is far away". Dissertation, Universität Wien, 2008 
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e.ma Master Theses 

Bahta, Tewelde: No State No Problem? Alternative Mechanisms to the State-Centred Approach of 
Protecting and Promoting Human Rights: The Case of Somalia 

Beshkardana, Katayoon: Democratic Entitlement in “statu nascendi”? A Normative Approach to the 
Right to Democracy in International Law 

Petkovic, Andrea: Turning a Blind Eye: Domestic Prosecutions of War Crimes, Crimes against Hu-
manity and Genocide 

Ramšak, Anita: Unaccompanied Migrant Children and Child Migration from a Child Rights Perspective 

 

 

Web Statistics 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

In 2008 the BIM website www.univie.ac.at/bim registered 1.381.275 hits, the monthly average are 
115.106 page views, the daily average comprises 3.910 page views. 

A relaunch of the website in the new design of the Ludwig Boltzmann Association is currently work in 
progress. 

 

 

http://www.univie.ac.at/bim
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Staff 
 

Projects and networks are shaping work of and at the BIM. Staff members leave the BIM to work in 
affiliated organisations or bring their experiences from there into their work at the institute. 

In 2008, Barbara Kühhas returned to CARE Austria, her tasks in the area of development cooperation 
were taken over by Christine Sommer, former staff member of the Institute for Integrative Conflict 
Transformation and Peacebuilding. In July 2008, Claudia Sprenger, formerly working with SOS Kin-
derdorf International, also joined the Development Cooperation team with the fous on rights of people 
with disabilities. 

Two staff members of the BIM are now scientific staff at the Austrian Constitutional Court: Iris Golden 
finished her coordination work for the commissions of the Human Rights Advisory Board to start at the 
Constitutional Court – her tasks have been taken over by Stefanie Krisper; Kerstin Buchinger left to 
work in a law office and is meanwhile continuing her work in the field of asylum also at the Constitu-
tional Court. 

Likewise active in the thematic area of refugees and asylum, Marta Hodasz has gained additional 
expertise at the Viennes office of UNHCR and now contributes her experiences again to the Anti-
discrimination team at the BIM. Katharina Köhler currently is on unpaid leave to work on her disserta-
tion project on Language and Law at the Institute of Austrian and European Public Law at the Vienna 
University of Economics; she will return in 2010. Katrin Wladasch, formerly involved as an external 
expert (and in the establishment of the Service Centres Civic and Human Rights Education) is part of 
the permanent Antidiscrimination team since summer 2008. 

In the area of combatting trafficking in human beings, Julia Planitzer has filled the vacancy; she previ-
ously worked on this topic at the Austrian Ministry of Social Affairs. After the finalisation of the project 
“Trafficking in Human Beings: Protection of victims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond”, Bar-
bara Unterlerchner will stay in contact with the BIM as an external expert and trainer. Since mid 2008 
Bärbel Uhl works for the BIM in the context of a Twinning project against trafficking in Romania, first in 
preparation of the project and as the Resident Twinning Adviser on site since November 2008. 

Caroline Paar returned from parental leave in early autumn 2008 to continue her work for the Human 
Rights Advisory Board.  

A fellowship of the German Academic Exchange Service (DAAD) has been dedicated to support the 
Special Rapporteur on Torture, since September 2008 Johanna Lober works as DAAD-fellow at the 
institute. The team is now also supported on the administrative level by Helga Baumschabl who is also 
responsible for the administration of university courses within the BIM secretariat. 

Since spring 2008 Christof Tschohl is working on the topic of data retention and related fundamental 
rights questions as well as in the area of fundamental rights training for judges. 

Barbara Linder and Astrid Steinkellner, coming from different topical backgrounds at the BIM, both 
changed their focus towards the issue of Corporate Social Responsibility. Assistance to the Austrian 
representative in the Management Board of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency has been taken over 
from Astrid Steinkellner by Anna Müller-Funk at the beginning of 2009.  

Angelika Zojer supported the Centre polis during the intense phase of the democracy initiative of the 
Austrian government.  

Ninoslav Mladenovic, Jagoda Strasevska, Mirije Sulmati and Filippo Unterhofer, working at the BIM 
office in Skopje, successfully finalised the pilot project on poverty reduction in Macedonia; part of the 
staff is currently involved in preparations of a follow-up project. 
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Since May 2008 Julia Kozma and Katharina Wölfel are the core team of the newly established re-
search platform „Human Rights in the European Context“ – they are in charge of coordination of the 
activities of the platform and its members and of development of new projects. 

 
Special thanks go to former, new and all other staff members of the BIM for their extraordinary com-
mitment and excellent work. 

 

Team of directors 
Manfred NOWAK LBI Director 

Fiona STEINERT Managing Director 

Hannes TRETTER LBI Director 

 

Permanent staff 

Antidiscrimination, Asylum, Migration 

Team leader 

Antidiscrimination 

 Barbara LIEGL 

RAXEN Focal Point FV 

Margit AMMER Asylum, Migration  

Antidiscrimination, Asylum, Torture (until Novem-
ber 2008) 

 Kerstin BUCHINGER 

RAXEN Focal Point FV 

Antidiscrimination, Asylum (until April 2008)  Marta HODASZ 

RAXEN Focal Point FV 

Katharina KÖHLER Antidiscrimination, RAXEN Focal Point (on unpaid 
leave since February 2008) 

FV 

Project “Quality assurance for first instance asy-
lum proceedings in Austria” 

 Barbara LINDER 

Human Rights Advisory Board, Commissions 2 
and 3 (September to December 2008) 

FV 

Antidiscrimination (since spring 2008)  Katrin WLADASCH 

RAXEN Focal Point FV 

European Neighbourhood and Integration Policy 

Susanne FRACZEK Team leader  

Claudia HÜTTNER Project management  

Marion KIPIANI Project management  

Marion KIRSCH Project management  

Bärbel UHL Resident Twinning Adviser – Combating Traffick-
ing in Human Beings in Romania (since June 
2008) 
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Women’s Rights, Child Rights, Trafficking in Human Beings 

Helmut SAX Team leader 

Child rights, Trafficking in Human Beings, Devel-
opment Cooperation 

 

Julia PLANITZER Women’s rights, Trafficking in Human Beings 
(since June 2008) 

 

Barbara UNTERLERCHNER Project „Protection of Victims’ rights in Criminal 
Proceedings and beyond“ (until July 2008) 

 

Human Rights in Development Cooperation and Business 

Barbara KÜHHAS Team leader (until July 2008) 

Development cooperation 

 

Karin LUKAS Team leader (since August 2008) 

Development cooperation, Business and Human 
Rights; doc-team fellow of the Austrian Academy 
of Sciences 

 

Christine SOMMER Development cooperation (since August 2008)  

Claudia SPRENGER Development cooperation, Rights of people with 
disabilities (since July 2008) 

 

Business and Human Rights, Fundamental rights  Astrid STEINKELLNER 

EU Fundamental Rights Agency (until December 
2008) 

FV 

Ninoslav MLADENOVIC Human Rights and Poverty Reduction in Mace-
donia (until October 2008) 

FV 

Jagoda STRASEVSKA Human Rights and Poverty Reduction in Mace-
donia (until October 2008) 

FV 

Mirije SULMATI Human Rights and Poverty Reduction in Mace-
donia (until July 2008) 

FV 

Filippo UNTERHOFER Human Rights and Poverty Reduction in Mace-
donia (until October 2008) 

FV 

Human Rights Education 

Patricia HLADSCHIK Team leader 

Zentrum polis 

FV 

Ingrid AUSSERER Zentrum polis FV 

Reinhard ECKERT Zentrum polis FV 

Maria HAUPT Zentrum polis FV 

Sabine MANDL Zentrum polis (on parental leave since June 2006) FV 

Michael NUßBAUMER Zentrum polis FV 

Dorothea STEURER Zentrum polis FV 

Elisabeth TUREK Zentrum polis FV 

Angelika ZOJER Zentrum polis (since June 2008) FV 
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Human Dignity and Public Security 

Team leader 

Combating torture 

 Julia KOZMA 

Research Platform „Human Rights in the Euro-
pean Context“ (since May 2008) 

Uni 
Wien 

Iris GOLDEN Human Rights Advisory Board, Commissions 2 
and 3 (bis September 2008) 

FV 

Dominik HOFFMANN Human Rights Advisory Board, Secretariat FV 

Katrin KINZELBACH Research fellow Volkswagen Foundation  

Johanna LOBER Combating torture, Research fellow German Aca-
demic Exchange Service (since September 2008) 

 

Caroline PAAR Human Rights Advisory Board, Secretariat (on 
parental leave until August 2008) 

FV 

Roland SCHMIDT Combating torture  

Isabelle TSCHAN Combating torture, seconded by the Swiss Minis-
try of external affairs 

 

Administration, Assistance, University Lectures 

Helga BAUMSCHABL Secretariat (since October 2008) FV 

Margit BRAUN Secretariat  

Agnes EDER EU Fundamental Rights Agency (December 2008) FV 

René FRITZ Secretariat, apprentice FV 

Rainer JANTSCHER IT-Support  

Nicole LIEGER University courses: „Round Table Human Rights“, 
„Human Rights Work in Practice“ 

Uni 
Wien 

Martin NEUBAUER Administration, accounting  

Basak SCHEURER-GÜLCEHRE Cleaner FV 

Christof TSCHOHL Assistance Prof. Tretter, Data protection, Funda-
mental rights 

FV 

Tanja VOSPERNIK Library  

Project development  Katharina WÖLFEL 

Research Platform „Human Rights in the Euro-
pean Context“ (since May 2008) 

Uni 
Wien 

 

Twinning Experts 
Walter BERKA Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 

Court 

Karlheinz DUDEK Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings 

Ulrike GATZKE Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
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man Beings 

Karl-Heinz GRUNDBÖCK Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings 

Meinrad HANDSTANGER  Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

Brigitte HARTVELD–HOLZNER  Twinning Romania, Project leader, Combating 
Trafficking in Human Beings 

Martin KÖHLER  Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

Caroline LIST Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings 

Clemens MAYR  Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

Kurt PLANINSIC Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings 

Wolfgang PÖSCHL Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

Helena RANDERBORG Twinning Croatia and Romania, Combating Traf-
ficking in Human Beings 

Stefan ROSENMAYR  Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

Harald SCHEIBER Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings 

Gero SCHMIED  Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

Andrea SÖLKNER Twinning Croatia and Romania, Combating Traf-
ficking in Human Beings 

Gerald TATZGERN Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings 

Markus THOMA  Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

Kurt WEISGRAM Twinning Croatia, Combating Trafficking in Hu-
man Beings 

Roland WINKLER Twinning Croatia, Reform of the Administrative 
Court 

 

Temporary staff, freelancers 
Susanne BALI Evaluation „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of 

victims’ rights in criminal proceedings and be-
yond“ 

 

Mihaela BARZI Trainer „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of vic-
tims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond“ 

 

Serap DEVLETLI Symposium „Turkey – A Country at the Gateway 
to Europe“ 

FV 
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Vasilka DIMOSKA BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Disabilities 

FV 

Stefanie DÖRNHÖFER FRALEX Study – Data Protection  

Elamin ELYAS Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Clara FERSTL Project „Positive Action Measures in Europe, Ca-
nada, USA and South Africa 

 

Volker FREY Antidiscrimination, FRALEX Study – Homophobia  

Jasminka FRISCIK BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Gender 

FV 

Elisabeth GAGER Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Dorota GIERYCZ Development Cooperation  

Daniela GRADINGER Conference „Education for Democratic Citizenship 
and Human Rights" 

FV 

Clare GREGORY Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action 
Publication; Special Rapporteur on Torture 

 

Iska GSCHAIDER Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Alexander HASENBURGER Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Peter HAZDRA Development Cooperation  

Lulzim HAZIRI BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Minorities 

FV 

Karin HIRSCHMÜLLER Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Fanny HOLTER Conference „Education for Democratic Citizenship 
and Human Rights" 

FV 

Monika HÖGLINGER Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Franz Josef HUTTER Yearbook Human Rights FV 

Hikmet KAYAHAN Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Herbert KEINDL Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Salomea KROBATH Symposium „Turkey – A Country at the Gateway 
to Europe“ 

FV 

Elizabeta KUNOVSKA BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Elderly people 

FV 

Divna LAKINSKA BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Elderly people 

FV 

Susanne LEHR Curriculum on Fundamental Rights for Judgeship 
Trainees 

 

Angalita LENUTA Conference „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of 
victims’ rights in criminal proceedings and be-
yond“ 

 

Hanne LUND MADSEN Evaluation „Human Rights and Poverty Reduction 
in Macedonia”  

FV 

Alexander LUBICH University course European Studies, FRALEX 
Bulletins 

FV 

Eric MARLIER BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, EU Social Inclusion Policies 
and Indicators 

FV 

Iana MATEI Trainer „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of vic-
tims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond“ 
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Albert MUSLIU BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Miniorities 

FV 

Siawasch PEYMAN Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Adnan POPOVIC Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Andrea POPP Curriculum on Fundamental Rights for Judgeship 
Trainees 

 

Gabriele REITER Trainer „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of vic-
tims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond“ 

 

Ramiza SAKIP BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Roma 

FV 

Christian SCHMAUS Data protection FV 

Maria SCHUH Publications Zentrum polis FV 

Dorothee SCHWAB Layout Zentrum polis FV 

Michael SCHWANDA Curriculum on Fundamental Rights for Judgeship 
Trainees 

 

Martina SEKULIN Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Andreas SENGSTSCHMID Curriculum on Fundamental Rights for Judgeship 
Trainees 

 

Zvonko SHAVRESKI BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Disabilities 

FV 

Ruth Marina SIERRA LEON Trainer „Recht hat JedeR?!” FV 

Andrea SÖLKNER Development Cooperation  

Gabriela Antigona SPIREA Trainer „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of vic-
tims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond“ 

 

Milena STEVANOVIQ BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Health 

FV 

Walter SUNTINGER Development Cooperation  

Ursula TILL-TENSCHERT BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia” 

FV 

Verica TRAJKOVA BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Children 

FV 

Gordana TRENKOSKA BIM Skopje: „Human Rights and Poverty Reduc-
tion in Macedonia”, Gender 

FV 

Olga VRANCEANU Trainer „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of vic-
tims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond“ 

 

Hannes VYORAL Editing Zentrum polis FV 

Christoph WAGNER Layout Zentrum polis FV 

Kurt WEISGRAM Trainer „Trafficking in Persons: Protection of vic-
tims’ rights in criminal proceedings and beyond“ 

 

Marjan WIJERS Trainer and handbook „Trafficking in Persons: 
Protection of victims’ rights in criminal proceed-
ings and beyond“ 

 

Helmut WINTERSBERGER Development of child right indicators  

Wolfgang WOHLMUTH Curriculum on Fundamental Rights for Judgeship 
Trainees 
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Volunteers, academic trainees, interns 
Hikmet ARSLAN Christina BELL 

Martina BERGER Josip BULAT 

Elisabeth GRIESSLER Johanna HUBER 

Laura JÖCHL Simone KAISER 

Andrea KIRCHBERGER Arzu KÖSE 

Teute KRASNIQI Georg KRIZMANICS 

Barbara KURZ Christiane LÖPER 

Elisabeth Anne-Sophie MAYRHUBER Etleva NACI 

Frederico PACIOLLA Petra PINT 

Annika SCHMID Anna-Katharina SKORPIK 

Tanja SZABO Stella SZONN 

Gerald TISCHNER Marion TOTTER 

Christina WEGLEITNER Martha WEICHER 

Manès WEISSKIRCHER  

 

Board and auditors BIM Research Association 
Manfred NOWAK Chair person (until December 2008) 

Hannes TRETTER Vice chair person 

Fiona STEINERT Vice chair person 

Thomas HÖHNE Auditor 

Jutta ZALUD Auditor 

 

Board of trustees BIM Research Association 
Kerstin BUCHINGER (since December 2008) Marion KIRSCH 

Erika KÖSZEGI-LAGALLY (until December 2008) Andrea SÖLKNER 

Katrin WLADASCH  
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Partner organisations and funding 
 

The work of the BIM is vitally supported by the Ludwig Boltzmann Association (LBG), the responsible 
body of the institute, and the University of Vienna. As a result of the successful evaluation of the BIM 
in autumn 2007 the institute’s budget provided by the LBG was raised to € 150,000. In spring 2008, 
the Research Platform „Human Rights in the European Context“ was established, being a basis of co-
operation with the University of Vienna. The platform operates with an annual budget of € 120,000. 

The summarised budget of the BIM Research Association, the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute and the 
Research Platform amounts to € 2.8 millions. 

The major part of projects is financed by different Diractorates General of the European Commission. 
In the area of EU enlargement the most important instrument is Twinning; further funding programmes 
through which the BIM carried out its projects in 2008 are the 6th Framework Programme (DG Re-
search), AGIS (DG Justice), PROGRESS (DG Employment, Social Affairs and Equal Opportunities) 
and YOUTH (DG Education and Culture). 

On national level, the ongoing cooperation with the Austrian Development Agency (ADA) is essential 
for research in the field of development co-operation. Support was received from the Austrian Ministry 
of European and International Affairs for work of the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and 2008 spe-
cifically for the joint organisation of the conference „Global Standards – Local Action“.The Federal 
Ministry for Economy and Labour (now: Ministry for Labour, Social Affairs and Consumer Protection) is 
a long-standing partner in implementing EC funded projects in the field of anti-discrimination. 

Furthermore, project financing was complemented by studies commissioned by the EU Fundamental 
Rights Agency. Several research positions at the BIM are fellowships (Austrian Academy of Sciences, 
Volkswagen Foundation, German Academic Exchange Service) respectively secondments (Swiss 
Department for Foreign Affairs). 

The most important partner for the BIM Research Association is the Austrian Federal Ministry for Edu-
cation, Science and Art, facilitating the work of the centre polis. In addition, parts of our funding come 
from the Austrian Ministry of the Interior together with the Human Rights Council and the EU Funda-
mental Rights Agency with regard to the RAXEN Focal Point. In 2008, a pilot project on poverty reduc-
tion in Macedonia funded by ADA was finalised. In the area of Corporate Social Responsibility, the 
cooperation with businesses could be expanded. 

Besides, numerous cooperations exist with NGOs, further ministries, partners and financial supporters 
through which we were able to issue publications and carry out events and smaller projects. A detailed 
summary of each project can be found in the project data sheets below. 

We would like to thank our partner organisations for the good cooperation as well as the necessary 
financing of our joint work. Last but not least out thanks go to the members of the Research Associa-
tion who back the work of the BIM through their continuous support. 
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Fundmental and Human Rights general 
Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action – Conference and Publication 49 

this human world/One World in Vienna – First Austrian Human Rights Film Festival 50 

FRALEX – EU Fundamental Rights Agency: Independent Legal Experts 51 

Assistance to the Management Board of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency 52 

COST Action: Human Rights, Peace and Security in the EU Foreign Policy 53 

COST Action: The Role of the EU in the UN Human Rights Reform 54 

Human Rights Dialogs as Instruments of EU Foreign Policy: China Case Study 55 

Juristras – The Strasbourg Court, Democracy and Human Rights of Individuals and Communities 56 

Reflexive Governance in the Public Interest 57 

Antidiscrimination, Asylum and Migration 
PAMECUS – Positive Action Measures in Europe, Canada, the United States and South Africa 58 

Expert Conference and Manual: Positive Measures as Strategies to Combat Structural Discrimination 59 

RAXEN Focal Point for Austria 60 

Vielfalt.Respekt.Recht – Information Brochure for the Ombud of Equal Treatment 61 

Elective Course of Lectures on “Protection against Discrimination” 62 

Pilot Project on Quality Assurance for First Instance Asylum Proceedings in Austria 63 

Legal Status and Treatment of Environmental Refugees 64 

Climate Change and Human Rights: The Status of Climate Refugees in Europe 65 

Protecting Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs): A Manual for Law and Policymakers 66 

European Neighbourhood and Integration Policy 
EU-Twinning: Support to the Administrative Court of the Republic of Croatia 67 

EU-Twinning: Combating Trafficking in Human Beings in Croatia 68 

EU Twinning – Improving the Prevention of Trafficking in Human Beings in Romania 69 

EU-Technical Assistance: Support to National Policies related to Human Rights and Good Governance in Jordan 70 

Turkey – A Country at the Gateway to Europe 71 

Women's Rights, Child Rights, Human Trafficking 
Development of EU Child Rights Indicators 72 

Trafficking in Human Beings: Protection of Victims’ Rights in Criminal Proceedings and beyond 73 

Memoranda of Understanding on Counter-Trafficking Cooperation 74 

Guidelines for the Collection of Data on Trafficking in Human Beings, including Comparable Indicators 75 

Human Rights in the Information Society 
Comparative Study on the Status of the Application of Directive 2006/24/EC (“Data Retention Directive”) 76 

Human Rights in Development and Business 
Strengthening the Principles of Human Rights in the Austrian Development Cooperation 77 

Human Rights and Poverty Reduction in Macedonia 78 

Decade of Roma Inclusion – Revision of the Macedonian National Action Plans 79 

Inclusive Tanzania – Inclusive Education and Political Participation of Persons with Disabilities 80 

OMV Gap Analysis. Support of OMV in its Human Rights related Corporate Social Responsibility Strategy 81 

Data Protection as an Integral Part of the Telekom Austria Group’s Corporate Social Responsibility Strategy 82 

Responsibility for Labour Rights in Global Production Networks 83 

Human Rights Education 
polis – Centre for Citizenship Education in Schools 84 

Got it? Verstehst? Chapes? Intercultural Understanding between Young People 85 

European Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.MA) 86 

Training Curriculum on Fundamental Rights for Judgeship Trainees 87 

Human Dignity and Public Security 
Support of the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture 88 

Commentary on the Convention against Torture (CAT-Commentary) 89 

Global Challenges of International Terrorism and the Rule of Law 90 

A World Court of Human Rights 91 

Assistance to the Human Rights Advisory Board and its Visiting Commissions at the Austrian Ministry of the Interior 92 
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Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action – Conference and Publication:  
Global Standards – Local Action 
 
Summary 

To commemorate the 15th anniversary of the adoption of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of 
Action (VDPA) at the World Conference of Human Rights in 1993, an international expert conference 
took place in Vienna on 28-29 August 2008. The Conference titled “Global Standards – Local Action” 
was jointly organised by BIM, the Austrian Foreign Ministry and the European Training Centre for Hu-
man Rights (ETC) Graz. It focussed on progress in the implementation of the commitments made by all 
States for the promotion and protection of human rights and reaffirmed key accomplishments of the 
VDPA, such as the recognition of the universality of all human rights. 

In three working groups, the participants assessed the status of implementation of international human 
rights standards at national level; international and national perspectives and practices regarding hu-
man rights education; and the role of UN human rights mechanisms and the Office of the High Com-
missioner for Human Rights. Practical recommendations to States and other actors were generated by 
the Conference for presentation at the UN Human Rights Council and General Assembly. 

The Conference brought together some 450 participants to attend the opening panel and more than 
120 internationally renowned experts in the working groups. The conference proceedings were assem-
bled in a publication titled “Global Standards – Local Action. 15 Years Vienna World Conference on 
Human Rights”, published within the BIM Study Series by NWV (Neuer Wissenschaftlicher Verlag). 

Country Austria 

Organisers Julia Kozma 
Engelbert Theuermann (MFA) 
Viktoria Wagner 
and many others 

Working Group Chairs Manfred Nowak 
Wolfgang Benedek 
Christian Strohal 

Persons  
involved 

Editors of Publication Wolfgang Benedek 
Clare Gregory 
Julia Kozma 
Manfred Nowak 
Christian Strohal 
Engelbert Theuermann 

Contact person Julia Kozma, julia.kozma@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisations 

 Austrian Ministry of 
European and International 
Affairs 

 European Training and 
Research Centre for 
Human  Rights and 
Democracy (ETC) 

Starting/ 
end date 

28 and 29 August 2008 (Conference); September 2008 to February 2009 (Publica-
tion) 

Funded by Austrian Ministry of European and International Affairs 
Austrian Development Agency (ADA) 

 

 49

mailto:julia.kozma@univie.ac.at


Fundamental Rights / Human Rights general BIM Annual Report 2008
 

this human world/One World in Vienna – First Austrian Human Rights Film Festival 
 
Summary 

At the occasion of the 60th anniversary of the adoption of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, 
BIM together with the Czech Center Vienna, the International Human Rights Documentary Film Festi-
val One World (Prague) and Top Kino organised the first Austrian Human Rights Film Festival. While 
the number of films dealing with human rights topics – such as freedom, human dignity, justice and 
democracy – is considerable, these movies are much too often marginalized and sidelined by a busi-
ness oriented film and cinema industry. It was the purpose of “this human world/One World in Vienna” 
to provide human rights films with a platform, to bring the various human rights issues to a wider audi-
ence and to trigger awareness and public debate. In the course of the festival more than 50 films were 
screened, approx. 4,000 visitors joined the event. One of the highlights during the festival was the Aus-
trian premiere of Oscar award winning “Taxi to the Dark Side”, which raises the various human rights 
violations in the so called “war on terror”. Murat Kurnaz, former Guantánamo detainee, participated as 
invitee of the festival in the ensuing panel discussion. 

It is the intention of the organisers to establish the festival as an annual event and follow the successful 
examples of similar festivals in many other European countries. 

Country Austria 

Persons  
involved 

Co-ordination (BIM) Roland Schmidt 

Contact person Roland Schmidt, roland.schmidt@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

this human world Film Fes-
tival/Top Kino 

Partner  
organisations 

 Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

 Czech Center Vienna 
 One World International 

Human Rights 
Documentary Film Festival 
(Prague) 

Starting/ 
end date 

2 December to 12 December 2008 (Festival) 

Funded by this human world (Top Kino) 
Czech Center Vienna 
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FRALEX – EU Fundamental Rights Agency: Independent Legal Experts 
 
Summary 

On 1 March 2007, the European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA) was established on the 
basis of Council Regulation 168/2007. The Agency’s objective is to provide the relevant institutions, 
bodies, offices and agencies of the Community and the Member States with assistance and expertise 
relating to fundamental rights in order to support them when they take measures or formulate courses 
of action within their respective spheres of competence to fully respect fundamental rights.  

Since November 2007 the Agency is supported by national teams of independent legal experts in each 
of the Member States. The role of the legal experts is to collect relevant data, particularly official sta-
tistical data and information on case law, as well as examples of good practice. 

In January 2008, the FRA decided on a Multiannual Framework Programme and determined its the-
matic areas of work as follows: racism and xenophobia; discrimination; compensation of victims; the 
rights of the child; asylum and immigration; visa and border control; participation of EU citizens in the 
Union's democratic functioning; data protection; and access to justice. 

Upon the Agency’s request the Austrian legal experts of BIM in 2008 provided national studies on ho-
mophobia and discrimination based on sexual orientation, trafficking of children as well as on national 
human rights institutions; an international study on national human rights institutions; as well as three 
quarterly bulletins and a report on the situation of the Agency’s thematic focus areas in Austria. 

Countries Austria, EU Member States 

Senior legal expert Manfred Nowak 

Legal experts (dignity, free-
doms, equality, solidarity, 
citizens’ rights, justice) 

Margit Ammer 
Kerstin Buchinger 
Marta Hodasz 
Julia Kozma 
Alexander Lubich 
Katrin Wladasch 

Persons  
involved 

Additional researchers Helmut Sax 
Volker Frey (homophobia report) 
Stephanie Dörnhöfer (data protection report) 

Contact person Julia Kozma, julia.kozma@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Human European Consul-
tancy, NL 

Partner  
organisations 

One expert team per EU 
Member State 

Starting/ 
end date 

November 2007 to November 2008 (prolongable) 

Funded by EU Fundamental Rights Agency (FRA) 
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Assistance to the Management Board of the EU Fundamental Rights Agency 
 
Summary 

The European Union Agency for Fundamental Rights (FRA), established on 1 March 2007 in Vienna, 
has resumed and continuously expanded the work of the former European Monitoring Centre on Ra-
cism and Xenophobia (EUMC) in 2008. The Agency’s objective is to provide the relevant institutions 
and authorities of the EU and its Member States with assistance and expertise relating to fundamental 
rights when implementing the Community law.  

Above and beyond giving advice to institutions and Member States, FRA is in charge of the collection 
and analysis of comparable information and data on the fundamental rights situation in the EU, as well 
as in developing methods and standards to improve the quality and comparability of data at EU level. 
The Agency’s main tasks further comprise the realisation and promotion of scientific research and sur-
veys as well as co-operation with civil society and awareness-raising, aimed at the establishment of a 
network through a Fundamental Rights Platform. On 23 January 2008 the Council adopted a Multian-
nual Framework for the Agency according to which FRA will primarily be engaged in the following is-
sues: racism, xenophobia and intolerance, all forms of discrimination, compensation of victims, the 
rights and protection of children, asylum, immigration and integration, visa and border control, the right 
to democratic participation in the EU, data protection and respect for private life, and last not least ac-
cess to efficient and independent justice. 

Hannes Tretter is the Austrian independent member of the Management Board (MB) of FRA, which is 
in charge of the formulation of a Multiannual Framework Programme for the Agency, the determination 
of FRA’s annual work programme and budgeting, the adoption of the annual report and the appoint-
ment and dismissal of the Agency’s director. On 7 March 2008 the MB decided to appoint Morten 
Kjærum from Denmark as first Director of the Agency, who took up his post on 1 June 2008. In his 
function as vice chair of the FRA MB, Hannes Tretter is also member of the Executive Board, which 
prepares the decisions of the MB and consults the director. 

In the exercise of these functions the scientific assistance provided by the BIM is essential, with regard 
to research on and suitable preparation of issues and questions in the context of the tasks of FRA and 
the MB. Additionally, it includes the organisation and managing of “Round Table” discussions in Aus-
tria, the coordination of scientific institutions, NGOs, political actors and public authorities, as well as 
the dissemination of information on FRA’s activities amongst the latter and the public. 

Homepage: http://fra.europa.eu 

Country Austria 

Vice Chair of  
FRA Management Board 

Hannes Tretter Persons  
involved 

Scientific and administrative 
assistance 

Astrid Steinkellner (until end of 2008) 
Agnes Eder (December 2008) 
Anna Müller-Funk (since beginning of 2009) 

Contact person Astrid Steinkellner, astrid.steinkellner@univie.ac.at  

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights –  
Research Association 

Partner  
organisation(s) 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

Ongoing since September 2007 

Funded by Republic of Austria – Federal Chancellery 
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COST Action: Human Rights, Peace and Security in the EU Foreign Policy 
 
Summary 

The COST Action “Human Rights, Peace and Security in EU Foreign Policy” started at the 5th annual 
conference of the AHRI network, which was arranged by the Norwegian Centre for Human Rights. The 
COST Action aimed to develop recommendations for changes in the European foreign policy with re-
spect to human rights, peace and security. According to the Memorandum of Understanding agreed by 
AHRI and COST, AHRI presented the outcome of its research at the beginning of 2009.  

Working groups have been set up in order to examine four topics in detail:  

• Securing peace  

• International courts  

• Development cooperation  

• The UNHCHR and other parts of the UN human rights programme and the OSCE High Commissio-
ner for National Minorities. 

The annual AHRI meeting 2008, which also was the final conference in the framework of the COST 
Action A28, took place in Utrecht, Netherlands in February 2009. 

http://cost.esf.org/index.php?id=317 
http://www.humanrights.uio.no/english/ahri/ 

Countries Europe 

Management Committee 
Member 

Manfred Nowak Persons  
involved 

BIM COST participants Julia Kozma 
Roland Schmidt 
Karin Lukas 

Contact person Julia Kozma, julia.kozma@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

COST Office, 
Studie- en Informatie-
centrum Mensenrechten 
(SIM), NL 

Partner  
organisation 

Association of Human Rights 
Institutes 

Starting/ 
end date 

2004 to spring 2009 

Funded by European Commission – Research Framework Programme 
European Science Foundation 
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COST Action: The Role of the EU in the UN Human Rights Reform 
 
Summary 

The new COST Action “The Role of the EU in the UN Human Rights Reform” builds upon the coopera-
tion of the Association of Human Rights Institutes (AHRI network) in the framework of the former COST 
Action “Human Rights, Peace and Security in EU Foreign Policy”. The new project started at the end of 
2008, the official start-up meeting of the Management Committee took place in Utrecht, Netherlands in 
February 2009. 

The main objective of the Action is to increase and consolidate knowledge of the ongoing process of 
institutional and procedural reforms of the United Nations human rights system, so as to recommend 
standpoints for the European Union in this process working towards strengthening the protection of 
human rights world-wide. 

http://w3.cost.esf.org/index.php?id=233&action_number=IS0702 
http://www.humanrights.uio.no/english/ahri/ 

Countries Europe 

Management Committee 
Member 

Manfred Nowak 

BIM COST participants Julia Kozma 
Roland Schmidt 
Karin Lukas 

Persons  
involved 

Administration Helga Baumschabl 

Contact person Helga Baumschabl, helga.baumschabl@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

COST Office, 
Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 
Research Platform “Human 
Rights in the European Con-
text” 

Partner  
organisation 

Association of Human Rights 
Institutes 

Starting/ 
end date 

2008 to 2012 

Funded by European Commission – Research Framework Programme 
European Science Foundation 
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Human Rights Dialogues as Instruments of EU Foreign Policy: China Case Study 
 
Summary 

This research project studies human rights dialogues as an instrument of EU foreign policy, focusing in 
particular on the EU-China human rights dialogue. The research goal is to find out whether the EU’s 
communicative engagement strategy has positively influenced China’s human rights policies and 
practice in the last decade. Given that the dialogue is conducted behind closed doors and only poorly 
documented, data for the impact assessment is generated through a series of expert interviews in EU 
Member States and in China. 

Building on this research, the BIM also participates in a new Steering Committee set up by the Irish 
Centre for Human Rights in Galway and tasked to give strategic direction to an academic network of 
European and Chinese human rights experts that organises seminars to accompany the official dia-
logue between the EU Troika and the Chinese Ministry of Foreign Affairs. 

Countries Austria, China 

Research Fellow Katrin Kinzelbach Persons 
involved 

Supervision Manfred Nowak 

Contact person Katrin Kinzelbach, katrin.kinzelbach@univie.ac.at 

Lead 
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner 
organisation 

EFSPS – European Foreign 
and Security Policy Studies 
Programme 

Starting/ 
-end date 

September 2007 to December 2009 

Funded by Volkswagen Foundation 
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Juristras – The Strasbourg Court, Democracy and Human Rights  
of Individuals and Communities 
 
Summary 

The Juristras project studies the relationship between courts and politics, between judicial review of 
human rights at the supranational level and domestic politics and policies in Europe. Specifically, it 
aims at exploring processes of human rights litigation and state implementation of judgments of the 
European Court of Human Rights (ECtHR), as well as the effects of the latter in national legislative 
reform in a number of EU Member States and Associate Candidate States. 

The project tries to examine under what conditions Strasbourg Court judgments, that find state au-
thorities to have breached provisions of the European Convention on Human Rights (ECHR), pro-
mote broader domestic reforms or policy-changes and expand justice for individuals and communi-
ties. It specifically focuses on the Court’s growing jurisprudence pertaining to the civil rights of 
individuals and communities and their participation in the public sphere in a democratic setting. 
Such case law has primarily grown out of specific categories of cases brought to the ECtHR dealing 
with violations of the right to privacy and family life, religious freedom and conscience, freedom of 
expression, assembly and association, or discriminatory treatment. In the course of research, best 
practices concerning the establishment or improvement of national and European mechanisms for 
addressing human rights claims and resolving disputes between individual rights and state interests 
will be identified. Finally, policy recommendations concerning the rights of religious and ethnic mi-
norities, the combating of discrimination and the protection of personal privacy will be formulated. 

Countries Austria, Greece, Great Britain, Italy, Turkey, Bulgaria, France (Belgium), 
Germany, Romania 

Project leader (BIM) Hannes Tretter Persons 
involved 

Researchers Astrid Steinkellner 
Barbara Liegl 
Kerstin Buchinger 

Contact person Astrid Steinkellner, astrid.steinkellner@univie.ac.at  

Lead 
organisation 

Hellenic Foundation for 
European and Foreign 
Policy, GR 

Partner 

organisations 

 Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights, AT 

 University of Kent, UK 
 Universtity of Sussex, UK 
 Universita degli Studi di 

Siena, IT 
 Yildiz Technical University, 

TR 
 Foundation Centre for 

Liberal Strategies, BG 
 Université Libre de 

Bruxelles, BE 
 Universität Bielefeld, DE 
 Romanian Academic 

Society, RO 

Starting/ 
end date 

September 2006 to August 2009 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Research, 6th Framework 
Programme 
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Reflexive Governance in the Public Interest 
 
Summary 

The research project focuses on emerging institutional mechanisms which seek to answer the question 
of market failures by means other than command-and-control regulation imposed in the name of the 
public interest. The overall goal of the project is to contribute to the debate on governance in the EU. 

The network consists of five sub-networks; the BIM experts are involved in the sub-network “Funda-
mental Rights”. In the framework of this sub-network the BIM experts focused their research on questi-
ons concerning the policy field of anti-discrimination. National and EU-wide procedures, mechanisms 
and policies which existed and exist in the field of anti-discrimination and equal treatment were analy-
sed. The aim was to arrive at a better understanding of what may have gone wrong and may be impro-
ved. 

Besides comprehensive research and analysis of documents, the BIM experts conducted numerous 
interviews with experts working with different institutions and organisations at EU level. The preliminary 
results of the research were presented to selected experts in the framework of a working seminar in 
April 2008. Their views and perspectives were taken into account when finalising the study. The study 
titled “Reflexive Governance in the Public Interest: Anti-Discrimination” is available at: 
http://refgov.cpdr.ucl.ac.be/. 

Countries EU Member States 

Overall coordination of the 
sub-network 

Olivier de Schutter (Université catholique de  
Louvain) 

Austrian project leader Manfred Nowak 

Researchers Marta Hodasz 
Katrin Wladasch 
Barbara Liegl 

Persons  
involved 

Experts of the sub-network Albert Andronico, Catherine Barnard, Gráinne de 
Búrca, Paul de Hert, Bart de Schutter, Olivier de 
Schutter, Simon Deakin, Serge Gutwirth, Rick Law-
son, Antonio Lo Faro, Manfred Nowak, Veerle van 
den Eeckhout, Kees Waaldijk 

Contact  
persons 

Katrin Wladasch, katrin.wladasch@univie.ac.at 

Marta Hodasz, marta.hodasz@univie.ac.at  

Lead 
organisation 

Université catholique de 
Louvain, BE 

Partner  
organisations 

(Sub-network) 

 Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights, AT 

 Universiteit Leiden, NL 
 European University 

Institute, Florence, IT 
 Université catholique de 

Louvain, BE 
 University of Cambridge, 

UK 
 Vrije Universiteit Brussel, 

BE 
 University College London, 

UK 

Starting/ 
end date 

June 2005 to June 2008 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Research, 6th Framework Programme
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PAMECUS – Positive Action Measures in Europe, Canada, the United States and 
South Africa 
 
Summary 

The BIM is partner institution in a European Commission funded research study on “Positive Action 
Measures in the European Union, Canada, United States & South Africa” (PAMECUS) to better under-
stand and analyse the role that positive action measures can play in practice in preventing or remedy-
ing discrimination. 

The BIM was responsible for the research parts on Austria and the Netherlands. This included the 
conduct of consensus workshops for stakeholders experienced in the fields of equal opportunities, anti-
discrimination and diversity management in both countries, a research on the legal framework and the 
conduct of interviews with selected actors. 

The research is based on a very broad understanding of what positive action measures can mean: All 
measures targeted at members of socially or economically disadvantaged groups which are designed 
to prevent or compensate for disadvantages and discrimination, whether these have arisen in the past 
or are still ongoing, are therefore subject matters of the research assignment. The study is focusing on 
positive action measures in relation to age, disability, race, religion and belief as well as sexual orienta-
tion. Aspects of gender interrelated with other strands were also considered. 

Countries European Union, Canada, United States of America, South Africa 

Project leader (BIM) Katrin Wladasch Persons  
involved 

Researchers Kerstin Buchinger 
Susanne Fraczek 
Marta Hodasz (until April 2008) 

Contact person Katrin Wladasch, katrin.wladasch@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Centre for Inclusion and 
Diversity University of Brad-
ford, UK 

Partner  
organisations 

 Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights, AT 

 University of Maastricht, NL 

 University of Leicester, UK 

 NHS Employers, UK 

 De Montfort University, UK 

 University of York, UK 

 European Roma Rights 
Centre, HU 

Starting/ 
end date 

December 2007 to February 2009 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Employment, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities  
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Expert Conference and Manual: Positive Measures as Strategies to Combat  
Structural Discrimination 
 
Summary 

In the framework of a project co-financed by the EU-Programme Progress, the BIM is dedicating its 
research to the topic of the implementation of positive measures in Austria. Focuses of the project are 
the organisation of an expert conference on the topic Positive Measures as Strategies to Combat 
Structural Discrimination and the publication of a manual which will comprise the findings of the con-
ference in a manner that makes them applicable in practise.  

The project analyses the gaps in the practical implementation of the EU Anti-Discrimination Directives. 
It aims at involving all potential stakeholders who could contribute to successfully combating discrimi-
nation and promoting access to equal opportunities beyond the creation and implementation of a legal 
framework. Developing a common understanding of positive measures and their field of application by 
representatives of public institutions, local authorities, NGOs, enterprises and educational institutions in 
the framework of the expert conference creates a basis for new models of positive measures. Network-
ing as another aim of the conference offered possibilities to share experience and establish effective 
partnerships of various stakeholders. 

The main aim of the project is to create awareness for the importance and the relevance of positive 
measures as a complement to individual strategies of combating discrimination. A collection of models 
of best practise and the publication of guidelines as part of the manual will guarantee the backup and 
the distribution of the findings and factors of success elaborated during the conference and shall help 
in overcoming barriers in implementation in other organisations. 

Country Austria 

Project leader Katrin Wladasch Persons 
involved 

Researchers Barbara Liegl 
Marta Hodasz 

Contact Person Katrin Wladasch, katrin.wladasch@univie.ac.at  

Lead 
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner 
organisation 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

December 2008 to November 2009 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Employment, Social Affairs and 
Equal Opportunities 
City of Vienna – MA 17, Diversity issues 
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RAXEN Focal Point for Austria 
 

Summary 

The European Union Agency on Fundamental Rights (FRA) – the former European 
Monitoring Centre on Racism and Xenophobia (EUMC) – collects information on racism, 
xenophobia, and antisemitism in the EU Member States. The Racism and Xenophobia 
Network (RAXEN) is set up for this purpose and is made up of so called “Focal Points”. 

ntinued: 

n 2008: 

calpoint

In 2008, the coverage of the six main areas selected by the FRA was co

 changes in legislation concerning migrant and autochthonous minorities,  
 racist and xenophobic incidents,  
 racism and discrimination in employment,  
 racism and discrimination in education,  
 racism and discrimination in housing, 
 racism and discrimination in health and social services. 

Key activities i

 Update of the 2007 “National Data Collection Report Austria“, the report summarises the most 
important trends evident from quantitative and qualitative data in the six areas mentioned above. 

 Bimonthly bulletins cover significant developments in anti-discrimination legislation and introduce 
recently published statistics and research reports. 

Project homepage: http://www.univie.ac.at/bim/fo  

Countr
y 

Austria 

Researchers r 2008) 
h 

 
unpaid leave) 

y 2008) 

Kerstin Buchinger (until Novembe
Marta Hodasz (until April 2008, since Marc

2009) Katharina Köhler (until February 2008, on

Katrin Wladasch (since Jul

Director of the Focal 
Point, researcher 

ra Liegl Barba

Person
s 
invol
ved 

edback (ZARA) 
uistics) 

Fe Dieter Schindlauer 
Ruth Wodak (Department of Ling

Contact ie.ac.atfocalpoint.bim@univ  

Lead 
an

isatio
n 

of 
ts – 

Research 

Partner 
anis

ation 
-

Rassismus-Arbeit) 
org

Ludwig Boltzmann 
Institute 
Human Righ

Association 

org
ZARA (Zivilcourage 

und Anti

Starting
/ 
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h 2009 

d

RAXEN 8: April 2007 to Marc

RAXEN 9: April 2008 to Marc

Funded 
by 

Agency EU Fundamental Rights 
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Vielfalt.Respekt.Recht – Information brochure for the Ombud of Equal Treatment 
 
Summary 

The Federal Law on Equal Treatment was amended in 2004 due to Austria’s obligation to transpose 
EU Directives 2000/43/EC and 2000/78/EC. The Act prohibits discrimination on the grounds of gender, 
ethnic belonging, religion or belief, age, and sexual orientation in employment. Discrimination on the 
ground of ethnic belonging is also forbidden in the areas of social protection (including social security 
and health care), social advantages, education as well as access to and supply of publicly available 
goods and services (including housing). At the same time the competences of the Ombud of Equal 
Treatment, which has been responsible for the equal treatment of women and men in employment, 
were extended to the grounds and areas mentioned above. 

The brochure, which was drafted on behalf of the Ombud of Equal Treatment, presents the new scope 
of the Equal Treatment Act as well as the additional competences of the Ombud of Equal Treatment. 
The brochure targets public and non-state actors involved in legal and social counselling as well as 
members of workers’ councils. Furthermore, it addresses people interested in the issue of equal treat-
ment. 

The brochure gathers cases of discrimination based on different grounds and in different areas cov-
ered by the Equal Treatment Act. These examples show which forms of discrimination are prohibited 
and which areas are covered by legislation. The brochure offers guidance on how individuals can 
counter prejudices and discrimination. Another focus is on victims of discrimination: What can be done 
in case of discrimination, what kinds of claims can be substantiated and what can be achieved. 

Important resources for this project were the reports drafted by the Ombud of Equal Treatment, the 
cases reported to the Litigation Association of NGOs Against Discrimination as well as ZARA – Zivil-
courage und Anti-Rassismus-Arbeit and the reports of the RAXEN Focal Point for Austria. 

Country Austria 

Persons  
involved 

Researchers Katharina Köhler 
Marta Hodasz 
Barbara Liegl 

Contact person Barbara Liegl, barbara.liegl@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights –  
Research Association 

Partner  
organisations 

 Ombud for Equal 
Treatment 

 Litigation Association of 
NGOs Against 
Discrimination 

Starting/ 
end date 

February to November 2008 

Funded by Federal Ministry for Women, Media and Regional Policies 
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Elective Course of Lectures on “Protection against Discrimination” 
 
Summary 

Following an initiative of the Chamber of Labour and in co-operation with the Ombud for Equal Treat-
ment and the Law Faculty of the University of Vienna, the BIM experts designed a concept for an elec-
tive course of lectures on “Protection against Discrimination”. The elective course will be offered for the 
first time in the winter term 2009/2010 at the Law Faculty of the University of Vienna. The course aims 
to provide students with comprehensive knowledge of anti-discrimination and equal treatment legisla-
tion. Furthermore, the course shall enable graduates to work with the current anti-discrimination legis-
lation in their future jobs and to take part in debates on the further development of anti-discrimination 
policy.  

The current concept encompasses six lectures/seminars. One of the first lectures will elaborate on 
questions concerning equality, equal treatment and non-discrimination from the point of view of the 
international and European human rights system. Another lecture will deal with relevant EU law. The 
further lectures will focus on the legal situation in Austria. Practical relevance of the course will be 
guaranteed through the involvement of practitioners and experts as well as through the implementation 
of sensitivity exercises and a moot court. 

Country Austria 

Project leader (BIM) Hannes Tretter Persons  
involved 

Experts Katharina Köhler (until February 2008, on unpaid 
Leave) 
Kerstin Buchinger (until November 2008) 
Marta Hodasz (until April 2008, since March 2009) 
Barbara Liegl 

Contact person Marta Hodasz, marta.hodasz@univie.ac.at  

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisations 

 Chamber of Labour Vienna 
 University of Vienna, Law 

Faculty 
 Ombud for Equal 

Treatment 

Starting/ 
end date 

Ongoing since May 2007 

Funded by Chamber of Labour “Network Science“ 
University of Vienna 
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Pilot project on quality assurance for first instance asylum proceedings in Austria 
 
Summary 

From December 2006 until June 2008, the Institute was involved in a quality assurance project fi-
nanced by the European Refugee Fund and co-financed by the Austrian Ministry of the Interior. During 
a period of 18 months, the quality of approx. 70 first instance proceedings was analysed on the basis 
of specific criteria which had been developed beforehand. Subsequently, the findings of this analysis 
were scientifically edited. The project was implemented by the BIM in cooperation with the Federal 
Asylum Office. Moreover, the project team was supported by a steering committee consisting of repre-
sentatives of UNHCR, the Red Cross (ACCORD), the Independent Federal Asylum Tribunal, the Minis-
try of the Interior, the Federal Asylum Office and the Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of Human Rights. The 
analysis of the asylum procedure resulted in the drafting of a report containing the main results (illus-
trated by concrete examples taken from the analysis) and recommendations for the improvement of the 
quality of the asylum procedures. 

Country Austria 

Project leader, researcher Kerstin Buchinger 

Researchers Margit Ammer 

Barbara Linder 

Persons  
involved 

Project supervision Manfred Nowak  

Contact person Margit Ammer, margit.ammer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisations 

 Austrian Federal Asylum 
Office 

 UNHCR Vienna 

 Red Cross (ACCORD) 

 Independent Federal 
Asylum Tribunal 

 Ministry of the Interior 

Starting/ 
end date 

January 2007 to June 2008 

Funded by European Refugee Fund 
Austrian Ministry of the Interior 
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Legal Status and Treatment of Environmental Refugees 
 
Summary 

Since October 2008, the BIM has been involved in a project aiming at the examination of the legal 
status and the treatment of “environmental refugees“. The project was tendered by the German Envi-
ronmental Federal Agency and is carried out in cooperation with the University of Vienna, Department 
for International Law and International Relations. The project can be divided in three phases: After an 
analysis of the notion “environmental refugee“ and the development of a working definition, it is exam-
ined whether or to what extent States are obliged under international law to take measures regarding 
the prevention of or coping with environmental degradation and whether States are obliged to grant 
protection of “environmental refugees“. Based on this analysis protection gaps are to be identified; as a 
last step, possible solutions for closing these gaps are to be elaborated. The results will be commented 
in September 2009 by experts at a workshop held in Berlin; the comments will be integrated in the final 
report.  

Countries global 

Project leaders Manfred Nowak (BIM, University of Vienna) 

Gerhard Hafner (University of Vienna) 

Persons  
involved 

Researchers Margit Ammer 

Lisa Stadlmayr 

Contact person Margit Ammer, margit.ammer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

University of Vienna,  
Department of European, 
International and  
Comparative Law 

Partner  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of 
Human Rights 

Starting/ 
end date 

October 2008 to September 2009 

Funded by German Federal Environment Agency 
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Climate Change and Human Rights: The Status of Climate Refugees in Europe 
 
Summary 

This project was selected as one of eight research projects in the context of the “Swiss Initiative to 
Commemorate the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights (UDHR)” of the 
Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights. A Panel of Eminent Persons 
(e.g. former UN High Commissioner for Human Rights Mary Robinson, UN Special Rapporteur on Tor-
ture Manfred Nowak a.o.) elaborated an “Agenda on Human Rights” describing challenges to human 
rights – eight areas, which are in need of further research; one of them being “climate change and 
human rights“.  

The aim of this project is to assess whether or to what extent European States are under a legal obli-
gation to accept “Climate Refugees”. After having developed a working definition of "climate refugee“, it 
is examined whether the current EC asylum acquis and international protection standards (refugee law 
as well as international human rights regime) offer adequate protection to such persons. On the basis 
of this assessment, recommendations are elaborated in order to improve the situation of “climate refu-
gees”. 

http://www.udhr60.ch/research.html 

Countries European countries 

Project leader, researcher Margit Ammer Persons  
involved 

Researcher Lisa Stadlmayr 

Contact person Margit Ammer, margit.ammer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisations 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

October 2008 to May 2009 

Funded by Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs (coordination and organisation by the 
Geneva Academy of International Humanitarian Law and Human Rights) 
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Protecting Internally Displaced Persons (IDPs): A Manual for Law and Policymakers 
 
Summary 

The IDP Legislator’s Manual Project – Vienna Expert Meeting 2008 took place on 16 and 17 May and 
was the third and final contribution of the BIM to the elaboration of the IDP Manual. Further to the com-
parative study of 2005, which provided an overview of the existing domestic legal norms for the protec-
tion of IDPs in various countries, and the IDP Consultative Meeting in 2006, the final draft of the man-
ual was presented and discussed with invited experts. On the basis of this feedback, the manual was 
revised and eventually published in October 2008. 

The purpose of the overall project was to provide policy and law makers on a national level, who are 
confronted with the difficult task to ensure an adequate protection and support of IDPs, with a manual 
enabling them to put the general “UN Guiding Principles on Internal Displacement” into practice. 

The overall project was led by Walter Kälin, Representative of the UN Secretary-General on the human 
rights of IDPs. 

The manual can be downloaded at 
http://www.brookings.edu/papers/2008/1016_internal_displacement.aspx 

Countries global 

Project Coordination (BIM)  Roland Schmidt, Andrea Sölkner Persons  
involved 

Project leader (BIM) Manfred Nowak  

Contact person Roland Schmidt roland.schmidt@univie.ac.at 

Andrea Sölkner; andrea.soelkner@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisations 

Brookings – Bern Project on 
Internal Displacement/The 
Brookings Institution, Wash-
ington (D.C) 

Starting/ 
end date 

2005 to 2008 

 

Funded by Austrian Development Agency 
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EU-Twinning: Support to more Efficient, Effective and Modern Operation and Func-
tioning of the Administrative Court of the Republic of Croatia 
 
Summary 

The overall objective of this project is to support the modernisation towards an efficient, transparent 
and independent Croatian judiciary and to contribute to the rule of law by strengthening the capacity of 
the administrative jurisdiction to provide quick and efficient judicial relief.  

The project contributes to the better implementation of administrative law and to the improved en-
forcement of decisions of the Administrative Court. Within the framework of the project, a new “Law on 
Administrative Dispute” will be drafted.  

A further objective of the project is the improvement of operations at the Administrative Court and the 
strengthening of internal capacities. The project conducts a functional review of the Court and draws 
up recommendations for improvement as well as a management strategy. A consultation structure 
between the Administrative Court and the Croatian administrative bodies will be set up. The project 
further contributes to the professional training of judges and advisors through the organisation of train-
ing seminars. Additionally, the project supports the introduction of an improved electronic and manual 
case management system. 

The BIM participates in this project as Junior Partner to the German Foundation for International Legal 
Cooperation (IRZ) which coordinates project inputs from the side of the participating EU Member 
States. 

Country Croatia 

Project leaders Eckart Hien (IRZ) 

Ivica Kujundžić (Administrative Court, Croatia) 

Project leader (BIM) Hannes Tretter 

Project management (BIM) Marion Kirsch 

Resident Twinning advisor Klaus Hage (Administrative Court Minden) 

Persons  
involved 

Short term experts 10 experts 

Contact person Marion Kirsch, marion.kirsch@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

German Foundation for 
International Legal Coop-
eration (IRZ) 

Partner 
organisations 

 Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights, AT 

Beneficiary organisation (HR): 

 Ministry of Justice and 
Administrative Court 

Starting/ 
end date 

September 2007 to March 2009 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Enlargement 
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EU-Twinning: Combating Trafficking in Human Beings in Croatia 
 
Summary 

The main focus of this Twinning project was to improve the practical implementation of existing laws 
and programmes aimed at combating trafficking in human beings (THB) and protecting victims of THB 
and to contribute to a more efficient fight against organised crime in Croatia.A crucial target was to 
enhance the cooperation between the Croatian Police and the State Attorney’s Office in detecting 
cases of THB – in particular committed by organized criminal groups – as well as on enhancing the 
cooperation among law enforcement agencies, responsible institutions in the framework of social wel-
fare, NGOs and international organisations with a view to protect and support victims of THB. The pro-
ject also aimed at enhancing the implementation of anti-trafficking strategies and action plans accord-
ing to European standards with the full involvement of civil society. Finally, the project addressed 
prevention, education and awareness-raising regarding trafficking, not only among police officers, 
judges, prosecutors, lawyers, social workers, but also among the general public.  

The Croatian partner institutions are the Governmental Office for Human Rights (as coordinating body), 
the Ministry of the Interior, especially the Organized Crime Department, the State Attorney's Office and 
the Ministry of Health and Social Welfare. The German Foundation for International Cooperation (IRZ) 
functions as junior partner. 

The project was successfully finalised in Mid 2008. Among other outputs a TV-Spot with the Croatian 
soccer champion Davor Suker was produced as part of nationwide awareness raising campaign. An-
other achievement was the establishment of a Memorandum of Understanding between the Croatian 
Ministry of the Interior and the Ministry of Health and Social welfare on the one side and the Red Cross 
and an NGO in the region of Split, both running shelters for trafficked persons, on the other side, after 
a well established Austrian model of cooperation. 

Country Croatia 

Project leaders Hannes Tretter (BIM) 

Luka Mađerić (Croatian Governmental Office for 
Human Rights) 

Project management (BIM) Claudia Hüttner 

Resident Twinning advisor Carmen Prior 

Mid term experts Bärbel Uhl (BIM) 
Hans-Dieter Hilken (IRZ) 

Persons  
involved 

Short term experts 20 experts 

Contact person Claudia Hüttner, claudia.huettner@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisations 

 German Foundation for 
International Legal 
Cooperation (IRZ), DE 

Beneficiary organisations (HR): 
 Governmental Office for 

Human Rights 
 Ministry of the Interior 
 Ministry of Health and Social 

Welfare 
 State Attorney’s Office 

Starting/ 
end date 

April 2006 to July 2008 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Enlargement 
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EU Twinning – Improving the Institutional Capacity of the Agencies Involved in the 
Prevention of Trafficking in Human Beings in Line with the Current European Stan-
dards and Best Practices 
 
Summary 

This project with its overall aim of preventing trafficking in human beings in Romania consists of three 
components. The first component deals with the question of how to do research on the phenomenon of 
trafficking in human beings and entails the elaboration of a study on child trafficking in Romania. The 
topic of the second component are prevention measures, including the implementation of a media 
campaign on national and local level. Under the third component the cooperation of the involved agen-
cies and possibilities of how to improve it will be analysed. 

Within these components numerous activities will be implemented: Next to the mentioned study and 
campaign, they will range from trainings and the elaboration of handbooks to study visits in three coun-
tries as well as internships for the Romanian colleagues at the European Fundamental Rights Agency. 

The Beneficiary of this project is the Romanian National Agency against Trafficking in Persons (under 
the Ministry of Administration and Interior) while the Member State consortium consists of BIM, the 
German Foundation for International Legal Cooperation and the European Public Law Center from 
Greece. It seems of great importance to also include other involved Romanian institutions and in par-
ticular relevant civil society organisations into all project activities. 

Country Romania 

Project leaders Brigitte Hartveld-Holzner (BIM) 

Dumitru Licsandru (National Agency against Traffick-
ing in Persons) 

Resident Twinning Adviser Bärbel Heide Uhl 

Project management (BIM) Susanne Fraczek 

Persons  
involved 

Short Term Experts Julia Planitzer, Helmut Sax, Claudia Sprenger, Bar-
bara Liegl, Hannes Tretter and 17 further experts 

Contact person Susanne Fraczek, susanne.fraczek@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisations 

 German Foundation for 
International Legal 
Cooperation (IRZ), GE 

 European Public Law 
Center (EPLC), GR 

Beneficiary institution (RO):  

 National Agency against 
Trafficking in Persons 

 Ministry of Administration 
and Interior 

Starting/ 
end date 

November 2008 to November 2009 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Enlargement 
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EU-Technical Assistance: Support to the Development and Implementation of Na-
tional Policies, Strategies and Legislation related to Human Rights and Good Gov-
ernance in Jordan 
 
Summary 

The overall objective of this project is to contribute to the strengthening of two local institutions, the 
National Centre for Human Rights (NCHR) and the Judicial Institute of Jordan (JIJ), which represent 
key players for the monitoring and promotion of human rights protection in Jordan. The project thus 
contributes directly to the improvement of the human rights situation in the country. 

Specifically, the project provides assistance to the NCHR in the review of its organisational structural, 
in promoting the incorporation of international human rights instruments and standards into national 
legislation and in defining the NCHR’s role vis-à-vis the Permanent Committee for Human Rights 
(PCHR). It also contributes to improving the NCHR’s awarness-raising capacity and strengthening its 
awareness-raising mechanism on human rights. 

With regard to the JIJ, the project aims to strengthening JIJ capacity to collect, handle and disseminate 
information related to human rights and to improve the training activities on human rights for the JIJ’s 
target groups, mainly the magistrates of Jordan. 

The BIM participates in this project as a partner to the consortium led by the ICON Institute and includ-
ing also the German Foundation for International Legal Cooperation (IRZ) and the Centre for Interna-
tional Legal Cooperation (CILC). Its main role is the provision of training expertise in all areas concern-
ing human rights protection, monitoring, and promotion. 

Country Jordan 

Project leaders Mansour Hadidi (Director-General, JIJ) 

Dr Muhyieddeen Touq (Commissioner General, 
NCHR) 

Project director (ICON) Özlem Savas 

Project management (BIM) Marion Kipiani 

Resident team leader Veronique Lasserre-Fy 

Persons 
involved 

Short-term experts (BIM) 2 experts 

Contact person Marion Kipiani, marion.kipiani@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

ICON Institute Partner  
organisations 

 Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights (BIM) 

 German Foundation for 
International Legal 
Cooperation (IRZ) 

 Centre for International 
Legal Cooperation (CILC) 

Beneficiary organisations: 

 National Centre for Human 
Rights (NCHR) 

 Judicial Institute of Jordan 
(JIJ) 

Starting/ 
end date 

October 2008 to January 2010 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General External Affairs 
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Turkey – A Country at the Gateway to Europe, Part II: Democracy, the Rule of Law 
and Human Rights in Turkey’s New Draft Constitution 
 
Summary 

Following the symposium "Turkey – A Country at the Gateway to Europe: The Status quo of Human 
Rights in Turkey" in May 2006, and in the light of the current debate in Turkey regarding a new draft 
constitution, the workshop “Democracy, the Rule of Law and Human Rights in Turkey’s New Draft 
Constitution” took place in Vienna on 15 and 16 November 2008. 

The political and legal situation in Turkey and Turkey’s potential EU membership have been the topic 
of ongoing debates for many years now, which have even intensified with the awarding of EU candi-
date status to Turkey in 2006 and the AKP government’s efforts for a constitution that is compliant with 
EU standards. 

The workshop therefore aimed at contributing to that process on a scientific level by comparing the 
new Turkish draft constitution to European constitutions, analysing them with regard to European stan-
dards of democratic participation and warranties of human rights, identifying eventual differences or 
shortcomings and elaborating recommendations for harmonisation. 

Members of the Turkish parliament, Turkish and Austrian human rights experts as well as human rights 
activists were taking part as speakers in the workshop. Within the tree thematic blocks “Democracy 
and Constitution in Turkey”, “Rule of Law, Basic Liberties and Fundamental Rights Protection in the 
Turkish Constitution”, and “Rights of Ethnic and Cultural Groups”, the participants discussed the re-
quirements for a profound constitutional reform as well as the internal and external reasons for the 
slowing down of the process towards a new constitution since the publication of the draft in September 
2007. 

The contributions and results of the workshop will be published in 2009. 

Countries Austria, Turkey 

Concept Mustafa Akgün, Hannes Tretter Persons  
involved 

Coordination, realisation Margit Braun, Serap Devletli, Salomea Krobath, 
Fiona Steinert, Katharina Wölfel 

Contact person Katharina Wölfel, katharina.wölfel@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights –  
Research Association 

Partner  
organisations 

Renner Institute 

Starting/ 
end date 

Workshop: 15 and 16 November 2008 

Funded by Austrian Federal Chancellery 
City of Vienna – MA 7, Sciences 
City of Vienna – Magistrate Department for Foreign Affairs  
Renner Institute 
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Development of EU Child Rights Indicators 
 
Summary 

The primary objective of this research project commissioned by the EU Fundamental Rights Agency 
has been the development of child rights-based indicators for assessment of EU legislation and policy. 
The “UN Convention on the Rights of the Child” provides for a general framework both in terms of child 
rights standards, but also for its assessment, including the development of indicators. This framework 
was complemented by expertise from modern childhood studies and a sociological perspective on 
childhood, while at the same time respecting the boundaries of existing EU competence in legislation 
and policy-making. Consequently, indicators have been developed in four key domains: family relations 
(EU legislation on parental custody, family reunification and migration); child protection (protection from 
child trafficking, sexual and economic exploitation of children, violence against children); adequate 
standards of living/child poverty; and education (accessibility, citizenship and participation). 

Among the key challenges encountered have been the general lack of child-centred data in many ar-
eas as well as difficulties in terms of data comparability – partly due to the concept of child/human 
rights indicators as not only measuring sociological outcomes (e.g. poverty distribution), but also struc-
tural and process dimensions (e.g. existence of specific legislation, policies etc.) of children’s living 
conditions. 

The Centre for the Study of the Child, the Family and the Law of Liverpool University has been leading 
the project, in partnership with the BIM, and in further cooperation with the European Centre for Social 
Welfare Policy, Vienna, and the German Youth Institute, Munich. 

Countries EU Member States 

Project leader (University of 
Liverpool) 

Helen Stalford 

Coordinator (BIM), researcher Helmut Sax 

Researchers Iris Golden 
Helmut Wintersberger 
Renate Kränzl-Nagl (European Centre for Social 
Welfare Policy) 
Beatriz Barquero (German Youth Institute) 

Persons  
involved 

Internship Martina Berger 

Contact person Helmut Sax, helmut.sax@univie.ac.at  

Lead  
organisation 

Centre for the Study of the 
Child, the Family and the 
Law, Liverpool Law School / 
University of Liverpool  

Partner  
organisations 

 European Centre for Social 
Welfare Policy and 
Research, Vienna 

 German Youth Institute, 
Munich 

Starting/ 
end date 

December 2007 to December 2008 

Funded by EU Fundamental Rights Agency 
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Trafficking in Human Beings: Protection of Victims’ rights in Criminal Proceedings 
and beyond 
 
Summary 

This project aims at the sensitisation of judges, prosecutors and police officers to satisfy the rights and 
needs of victims of Trafficking in Human Beings, as well as at increasing their knowledge of relevant 
European standards and their ability to realise them. Furthermore, judges, prosecutors and representa-
tives of NGOs in Romania and selected EU Member States (assumed to be target countries for traf-
ficked Romanian citizens) shall have the possibility to make contacts and exchange experience con-
cerning victim involvement in legal procedures and assistance to victims. 

In the course of the project, a symposium on “Victim Rights in Criminal Proceedings and European 
Standards” was held in Vienna in February 2007 in cooperation with the Ministry of Justice. From Oc-
tober 2007 till June 2008 five trainings were held in Romania. At the end of the project a final joint 
seminar took place in Amsterdam. In order to ensure the sustainability of the trainings a handbook in 
Romanian and English was developed for the target group and disseminated.  

Countries Romania, Germany, Netherlands, Austria  

Coordination (BIM), re-
searchers  

Dina Nachbaur (until spring 2007) 
Barbara Unterlerchner 
Julia Planitzer (autumn 2008) 

Project supervision Hannes Tretter, Fiona Steinert 

Persons  
involved 

Trainers Axel Stahl (IRZ) 
Marijan Wijers (La Strada International) 
Iana Matei (Reaching Out) 
Olga Vranceanu (General Prosecutors’ Office) 
Gabriela Spirea (General Prosecutors’ Office) 
Gabriele Reiter (BIM) 
Kurt Weisgram (BIM) 

Contact person Julia Planitzer, julia.planitzer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights  

Partner  
organisations 

 German Foundation for 
International Legal 
Cooperation (IRZ), DE 

 General Prosecutors’ 
Office, RO 

 AFI Pro Familia/Reaching 
Out, RO 

 La Strada International, NL 

Starting/ 
end date 

December 2006 to June 2008 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General Freedom, Security and Justice, AGIS 
Programme 
Austrian Federal Ministry of Justice 
Office for Democratic Institutions and Human Rights (ODIHR/OSZE) 
City of Vienna – Magistrate Department for Foreign Affairs  
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Guiding Principles on Memoranda of Understanding between Key Stakeholders and 
Law Enforcement Agencies on Counter-Trafficking Cooperation 
 
Summary 

In the framework of the “United Nations Global Initiative to Fight Human Trafficking (UN.GIFT)”, of 
which the International Organization for Migration is one of the members of the Steering Committee, 
IOM Vienna is implementing an Expert Group Initiative (EGI) on cooperation between law enforcement 
agencies and stakeholders.  

The outcome of this EGI is the development of guiding principles on cooperation between law en-
forcement agencies and other stakeholders. The guiding principles should support the elaboration of 
Memoranda of Understanding regarding the protection and assistance to trafficked persons. In order to 
ensure a multidisciplinary approach, a Working-Level Expert Group was established. It will consist of 
national and international trafficking in human beings experts from the law enforcement sector, NGOs, 
Intergovernmental Organizations, research institutions as well as labour inspectorates. The group had 
the possibility to discuss the guiding principles during a two-days conference and comment on the draft 
throughout the whole development process.  

Countries global 

Persons  
involved 

Researcher Julia Planitzer 

 

Contact person Julia Planitzer, julia.planitzer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

International Organization 
for Migration, Vienna 

Partner  
organisation 

UN.GIFT (United Nations 
Global Initiative to Fight  
Human Trafficking) 

Starting/ 
end date 

November 2008 to March 2009 

Funded by International Organization for Migration, Vienna 
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Guidelines for the Collection of Data on Trafficking in Human Beings, including 
Comparable Indicators 
 
Summary 

This project aims at elaborating guidelines in order to harmonise the collection of data on trafficking in 
human beings in Europe. The guidelines should form the necessary basis for an improved collection 
and comparison of data. In addition the capacity of the relevant national authorities and the EU to col-
lect and share data should be enhanced. 

The 17 guidelines have been developed on the basis of texts contributed by different experts and insti-
tutions and within the framework of expert team meetings. The BIM elaborated a chapter on protection 
mechanisms and ethics as well as legal data protection instruments in Europe.  

During the four expert team meetings in which the BIM participated the text as well as the guidelines 
were discussed and further developed. Within the project an expert conference took place in Brussels. 
At the final conference held in Vienna, the guidelines were presented.  

The full publication with the guidelines is available at: 

http://www.iomvienna.at/index.php?module=Content&func=display&id=293 . 

Countries Austria, Belgium, Italy, Luxembourg, Slovakia, Sweden 

Persons  
involved 

Researchers  Kerstin Buchinger 

Julia Planitzer 

Hannes Tretter 

Contact person Julia Planitzer, julia.planitzer@univie.ac.at  

Lead  
organisations 

Federal Ministry of the  
Interior, AT 

International Organization 
for Migration, Vienna  

Partner  
organisations 

 Belgian Federal Police, BE 
 Ministry of Justice and Law 

Enforcement, HU 
 Ministry of the Interior, IT 
 Police of Luxembourg, LU 
 Ministry of the Interior, SK 
 Ministry of Justice, SE 
 EUROPOL 
 International Centre for 

Migration Policy 
Development 

Starting/ 
end date 

November 2007 to April 2009 

Funded by International Organization for Migration, Vienna 
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Comparative Study on the status of the application of Directive 2006/24/EC  
(“Data Retention Directive”) 
 
Summary 

In February 2008, the Austrian Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology assigned the 
BIM to elaborate a comparative analytical study on the status of the application of Directive 
2006/24/EC of the European Parliament and of the Council of 15 March 2006 on the retention of data 
generated or processed in connection with the provision of publicly available electronic communica-
tions services or of public communications networks (“Data Retention Directive”) with regard to fixed 
network telephony and mobile telephony in 13 EU Member States. 

In close cooperation with the Institute for Legal Informatics Hannover (IRI) the BIM analysed if Directive 
2006/24/EC was already transposed into national law and, if so, which provisions had been taken in 
each country in order to meet the requirements of the application. In those cases where the Directive 
had not been transposed into national law so far, the plans of application in the country as well as the 
reasons for delaying the application process were assessed. Likewise the reaction of civil society in 
each country was a central issue.  

The study includes a short but clearly critical analysis of the “Data Retention Directive” in the light of 
human rights, especially Art 8 ECHR, the options of taking legal proceedings against data retention on 
European level and a recommendation to the Austrian government to keep the application at the mini-
mum level of the normative guidelines, accompanied by a maximum range of legal protection. 

The full publication is available at: 

http://www.univie.ac.at/bim/php/bim/?level=0&id=7  

Countries Austria, Belgium, Czech Republic, Denmark, France, Germany, Greece, Ireland, 
Italy, Portugal, Spain, Sweden, The Netherlands, United Kingdom; 

Researchers Kerstin Buchinger 

Christian Schmaus 

Christof Tschohl 

Persons  
involved 

Project leader Hannes Tretter 

Contact person Christof Tschohl, christof.tschohl@univie.ac.at  

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisation 

Institute for Legal Informatics 
Hannover (IRI) 

Starting/ 
end date 

February 2008 to March 2008 

Funded by Austrian Federal Ministry of Transport, Innovation and Technology 
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Strengthening the Principles of Human Rights in the Austrian Development Coop-
eration 
 
Summary 

In 2007, the BIM won the tender for a 2 ½-year framework contract with the Austrian Development 
Agency (ADA). Its goals are to further root human rights, democracy and good governance, as well as 
preventing conflict and securing peace within the work of the Austrian Development Agency and the 
Austrian Federal Ministry for European and International Affairs (BmeiA). The framework contract is 
composed of four main subject areas: Consultancy regarding policy-related questions, strengthening of 
the project and programme level, capacity building, as well as digitalised documentation relevant for 
development cooperation. 

The transformation of ADA’s existing policy documents into practice stands at the centre of the frame-
work contract. Thus a big part of the activities of 2008 was devoted to work on handbooks related to 
three ADA policy documents (Preventing conflict and securing peace; Human rights; Governance). 

On the occasion of the 60-year anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights, as well as 
the 15-year anniversary of the Vienna Declaration and Programme of Action adopted by the World 
Conference on Human Rights in Vienna, BIM and ADA together engaged in a discussion process of 
the Human Rights Based Approach, which resulted in two successful events in October 2008. 

The quarterly newsletter “Menschenrechte und Entwicklungszusammenarbeit“ (Human Rights and 
Development Cooperation), just like the support for the “Justice Law and Order Sector (JLOS)“ in 
Uganda ranged over the period of the whole calendar year. 

Several background studies and supporting documents, on issues relevant to the Austrian Develop-
ment Cooperation, amongst others on Children’s rights and Disabilities, completed the 2008 activities 
within the framework contract. 

Country Austria 

Coordination Development 
Cooperation 

Barbara Kühhas (until July 2008) 
Christine Sommer (since August 2008) 

Scientific Researcher,  
Director  

Manfred Nowak  

Scientific Researcher,  
specialised on Disabilities  

Claudia Hüttner (until June 2008) 
Claudia Sprenger (since July 2008) 

Scientific Researcher,  
specialised on Child rights 

Helmut Sax  

Scientific Researcher,  
specialised on Human Rights 

Walter Suntinger 

Scientific Researcher,  
Conflict Sensitivity 

Dorota Gierycz 

Scientific Researcher, IDPs Andrea Sölkner 

Persons  
involved 

Scientific Researcher,  
Security Sector Reform 

Peter Hazdra 

Contact person Christine Sommer, christine.sommer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisation 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

December 2007 to June 2010 

Funded by Austrian Development Agency (ADA) 
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Human Rights and Poverty Reduction in Macedonia 
 
Summary 

The project “Human Rights and Poverty Reduction in Macedonia” was aimed at piloting the Office of 
the UN High Commissioner on Human Rights’ “Principles and Guidelines for a Human Rights Ap-
proach to Poverty Reduction Strategies“. Using a bottom-up approach, project activities on local level 
fed into the work on national level. 

On local level capacities of the local governments and important actors were strengthened in order to 
include the vulnerable and poor in the elaboration of local development strategies. To this end, project 
activities included performing a baseline study on poverty in the seven selected pilot municipalities, 
elaborating a set of tools for the United Nations Development Programme (UNDP), the organisation of 
trainings and workshops on the elaborated tools, the organisation of Peer Discussion Groups with the 
representatives of the most marginalised social groups, as well as funding micro-projects to ensure the 
implementation of the Human Rights Based Approach in the elaboration of local development plans. In 
the project’s final year the local development plans in two remaining pilot municipalities were finalised 
and printed, and in all municipalities the micro-projects were successfully concluded. 

On central level the BIM has successfully facilitated technical assistance for the first phase of the 
elaboration of the Joint Inclusion Memorandum (JIM). This strategic document referring to the main 
challenges and political measures related to poverty and social exclusion has to be elaborated by the 
Macedonian government (through the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy) within the EU accession 
process. The BIM closely cooperated with the Ministry of Labor and Social Policy and ensured the 
participation of over a hundred civil society organizations into consultations on the content of this 
document. Within the EU accession processes, this was the first time mechanisms and indicators for 
human rights relevant poverty reduction and enhanced social inclusion have been developed in a par-
ticipatory manner. As the result of this process, the publication “On the Path to EU: A Contribution of 
the Civil Society Sector in the Creation of the Policy of Social Inclusion in the Republic of Macedonia“ 
was presented in October 2008. 

Country Macedonia 

Coordination Barbara Kühhas (until July 2008) 

Christine Sommer (since August 2008) 

Project Manager Filippo Unterhofer 

Local Human Rights Expert Ninoslav Mladenovic 

Junior Local Human Rights 
Expert 

Mirije Sulmati 

Administration Jagoda Strasevska 

Persons  
involved 

National experts have contributed in the fields of Children, Disability, Elderly, Gender, 
Health, Minorities and Roma. 

Contact person Christine Sommer, christine.sommer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights –  
Research Association 

Partner  
organisation 

United Nations Development 
Programme Macedonia 

Starting/ 
end date 

August 2006 to October 2008 

Funded by Austrian Development Agency (ADA) 
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Decade of Roma Inclusion – Revision of the Macedonian National Action Plans on 
Education, Employment, Housing and Health 
 
Summary 

The project had the objective to revise the National Action Plans (NAPs) on Education, Employment, 
Housing and Health of the Decade of the Roma 2005-2015 in order to make them applicable political 
instruments (with benchmarks and indicators), thus facilitating real implementation and taking over of 
responsibility by the state institutions.  

The project was based on a wide and inclusive consultation process, in the course of which a transfer 
of knowledge took place about the experience and lessons learned from other signatory states to the 
Roma Decade. On this basis, consultation among the relevant stakeholders (line ministries, relevant 
state agencies, national and local NGOs, international agencies) was facilitated within thematic work-
shops on education, employment, housing and health with a participatory approach. Gender was 
treated as a cross-cutting issue. 

The NAPs are expected to be adopted by the government of the Republic of Macedonia and made 
publicly available in the course of March 2009. In order to reach the public, a PR-campaign about the 
action plans will take place after the adoption of the NAPs by dissemination of leaflets and posters 
elaborated and printed in the course of the project. 

Country Macedonia 

Coordinator  Christine Sommer 

International Expert Barbara Liegl 

Project Manager Filippo Unterhofer 

Local Human Rights Expert Ninoslav Mladenovic 

Administration Jagoda Strasevska 

Persons  
involved 

With the assistance of local experts on education, employment, health and hous-
ing. 

Contact person Christine Sommer, christine.sommer@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights – Re-
search Association 

Partner  
organisations 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

September 2008 to December 2008 

Funded by OSCE Spillover Monitor Mission to Skopje 
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Inclusive Tanzania – Inclusive Education and Political Participation of Persons with 
Disabilities through Empowerment and Capacity Building 
 
Summary 

The collection and documentation of “Lessons Learnt and Good Practice Examples” is an integral part 
of the project “Inclusive Tanzania – Inclusive Education and Political Participation of People with Dis-
abilities through Empowerment and Capacity-Building”. This project is carried out by Light for the World 
– Christoffel Development Cooperation in Austria in cooperation with the Information Centre on Disabil-
ity (ICD) in Tanzania and has a four year timeframe. 

The BIM accompanies the implementation process for the purpose of the collection of good practice 
examples within this project to document and analyse the experiences of this pilot project in order to 
share them with other stakeholders in international development. 

In 2008 the first report with the topic “A comparative analysis of ‘Inclusive Tanzania’ and similar devel-
opment projects” was finalized by Claudia Hüttner and delivered to Light for the World. In the second 
half of the year a field trip to Tanzania to the two main project areas Dar Es Salaam and Mwanga re-
gion was undertaken by Claudia Sprenger for data collection and direct support to the project co-
workers. A second report was delivered to Light for the World in 2008 with the following two main fields 
of analysis: “Analysis and comparison of main developments in the rural and urban project area“ und 
“Exchange between grassroots and international level“. 

Country Tanzania 

Project coordination (Light for 
the World) 

Magdalena Kern Persons  
involved 

Researchers (BIM) Claudia Hüttner (until June 2008) 

Claudia Sprenger (since July 2008) 

Contact person Claudia Sprenger, claudia.sprenger@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Light for the World Partner  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of 
Human Rights 

Starting/ 
-end date 

November 2006 to June 2010 

Funded by Light for the World – Christoffel Development Cooperation 
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OMV Gap Analysis. Support of OMV in the Implementation of its Human Rights  
related Corporate Social Responsibility Strategy 
 

Summary 

In this project, BIM and Human Rights Consulting Vienna support the Oil & Gas company OMV in im-
plementing its human rights strategy. The first and second phase of the project – analysis of pertinent 
business and human rights standards and a compilation of human rights standards relevant for OMV – 
have been completed. In the third phase, this compilation (the “OMV Human Rights Matrix”) is being 
tested and implemented in selected OMV countries. Implementation steps will include training for OMV 
management and targeted measures for OMV bureaus in the regions. The first successful road tests of 
the matrix have been done in Tunisia, Jemen, and Pakistan. In addition a step-by-step roll-over of the 
matrix to the operations of the OMV-owned Romanian company PETROM is ongoing. 

Country Austria 

Researchers, consultants Karin Lukas 

Walter Suntinger 

Persons 
involved 

Project leader Manfred Nowak 

Contact person Karin Lukas, karin.lukas@univie.ac.at 

Lead 
organisation 

Human Rights Consulting 
Vienna  

Partner 
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute of 
Human Rights – Research 
Association 

Starting/ 
-end date 

April 2006 to December 2009 

Funded by OMV 
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Telekom/Belarus – Data protection as an integral part of the  
Telekom Austria Group’s Corporate Social Responsibility strategy 
 
Summary 

The Austrian telecommunications company Telekom Austria Group (Telekom) approached the BIM at 
the beginning of last year, seeking human rights consultancy in the context of the investments taken 
and its subsidiary Velcom in Belarus. In the course of several meetings in October and November 2008 
the particular relevance of human rights for the Telekom and the options for the integration of the latter 
into the company’s Corporate Social Responsibility (CSR) strategy were discussed. Finally, data pro-
tection was identified as the primary concern of the Telekom and BIM was entrusted to carry out a 
three-step consulting project in 2009. 

The framework of consultancy will be defined by a demand-and-problem analysis in the initial project 
phase. This includes the clarification of the situation in Belarus as to data protection and the responsi-
bility of Velcom/Telekom concerning compliance with the legal provisions and standards on data pro-
tection, both at the international and the European level. For in-depth research on the legal and factual 
conditions a fact finding mission to Minsk will be carried out. Based thereon, the next step will aim at 
the elaboration of a concept on the necessity, options and potential risks of developing a substantial 
CSR approach in the field of data protection for the company. Stage 3 envisages the development of a 
catalogue of recommendations, including preventative measures as well as suggestions for the steps 
to be taken in case of an infringement of data protection provisions/human rights (“action and commu-
nication line“), and the relevant actors of Velcom/Telekom will be involved for these purposes. 

Countries Austria, Belarus 

Project leader Hannes Tretter 

 

Researcher Alsu Nasyrova 

Persons  
involved 

Project management Astrid Steinkellner 

Contact person Astrid Steinkellner, astrid.steinkellner@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights –  
Research Association 

Partner  
organisation 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

January 2009 to May 2009  

Funded by Telekom Austria Group 
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Responsibility for Labour Rights in Global Production Networks 
 

Summary 

This research project seeks to analyse the impact of the changes in the global economy on the human 
rights responsibility of states and companies, particularly in the area of labour rights. To achieve this, 
three concepts will be linked: the global production network approach which uncovers the complex 
relations of economic and other key actors in production networks; the human rights framework, and 
relevant (self-) regulatory regimes broadly covered under the term of “corporate social responsibility“. 
The combination of these concepts allows us to map the relations of key actors in global production 
networks, including relations of power and responsibility. This theoretical analysis will be enriched by 
empirical findings in the apparel and electronics sector in Central and Eastern Europe, particularly in 
Romania. 

Countries Austria, Romania 

DOC-team Karin Lukas 

Leonhard Plank 

Cornelia Staritz 

Persons 
involved 

Dissertation and project 
supervisors 

Wilfried Altzinger (Vienna University of Economics 
and Business Administration) 

Manfred Nowak (University of Vienna/BIM) 

Bernhard Ungericht (University of Graz) 

Contact person Karin Lukas, karin.lukas@univie.ac.at 

Lead 
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner 
organisations 

 University of Vienna, 
Vienna University of 
Economics and Business 
Administration, University 
of Graz 

 A.U.R – National 
Organization of Human 
Resources Specialists, RO 

 Vasile Goldis Western 
University, RO 

Starting/ 
-end date 

June 2008 to June 2010 

Funded by Austrian Academy of Sciences 
Chamber of Labour “Network Science“ 
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polis – Centre for Citizenship Education in Schools 
 
Summary 

polis – Centre for Citizenship Education in Schools supports teachers in putting citizenship education 
into practice at schools. The Centre provides teaching materials, acts as information and consultation 
platform, offers formation and continuing education for teachers as well as workshops for students. 
Apart from knowledge transfer activities the Centre also engages in awareness raising and sensitisa-
tion for all issues concerning politics, democracy, human rights, consumer education, sustainable de-
velopment as well as the strengthening of social skills. 

polis was initiated by the Federal Ministry of Education, Science and Culture at the BIM Research As-
sociation in 2006. The Centre emerged from the Service Centre for Human Rights Education (since 
1997 at the institute) and the Service Centre for Civic Education (since 2002 at the institute). 

Main tasks of polis are, among others: 

 Website www.politik-lernen.at 

 Monthly information brochure for teachers “polis aktuell“ 

 Purchase, publishing und distribution of teaching materials on civic education  

 In-service teacher trainings  

 Workshops for school classes 

 Organization of events, e.g. EDC Action Days, EDC Conference 

 Coordination of a teacher’s network 

 Consultation and support of teachers 

 Administration of a school fund “Learning and Living Democracy” 

 Set up of the Austrian Agency for Education for Sustainable Development in cooperation with 
Forum Umweltbildung 

Country Austria 

Director Patricia Hladschik 
Sabine Mandl (parental leave) 

Persons  
involved 

Staff members Ingrid Ausserer 

Reinhard Eckert 
Maria Haupt 
Michael Nußbaumer 

Dorothea Steurer 
Elisabeth Turek 
Angelika Zojer 

Contact person Patricia Hladschik, patricia.hladschik@politik-lernen.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights –  
Research Association 

Partner  
organisation 

- 

Starting/ 
-end date 

established in February 2006, mandated until the end of 2009 
emerged from the Service Centre for Human Rights Education (since 1997) and 
the Service Centre for Civic Education (since 2002) 

Funded by Austrian Federal Ministry for Education, Science and Culture – Department for 
Civic Education 
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Got it? Verstehst? Chapes? Intercultural Understanding between young people 
 
Summary 

“Got it?” is a European project on the theme of communication among young people in a context of 
intercultural diversity. Five organizations from four different EU-Countries worked together, the BIM 
taking the role of lead institution. 

Finding an appropriate way to deal with religious and cultural diversity is essential for the foundation 
of a peaceful Europe. Especially youth from migration backgrounds are experts on this field. There-
fore the project focused on their experiences. 

Main questions were: In which way are participation, (dis-)integration and discrimination or equal 
opportunities related to each other? How can young people with different backgrounds communi-
cate and understand each other? What are migration trends to and within Europe, how is migration 
restricted and regulated by national law? 

The framework for these debates was a summer academy, where youth from the UK, Germany, the 
Czech Republic and Austria met and worked, played and lived together. The priority was on interac-
tive and participative methods, such as group exercises, discussions, role-play, etc. The results of 
the project were presented in a radio programme produced by the participants. 

Countries Austria, UK, Germany, Czech Republic  

Project leader  Michael Nußbaumer  Persons 
involved 

Administrative and financial 
coordination 

Katharina Wölfel  

Contact person Michael Nußbaumer, michael.nussbaumer@politik-lernen.at  

Lead 
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner 

organisations 

 Kinderfreunde Austria, 
AT 

 Pionyrska Skupina 
Obrancu Miru, CZ 

 Preston Community Arts 
Project, UK 

 Kommunikation und 
Medien, e.V., DE 

Starting/ 
end date 

February 2008 to November 2008 

Funded by EU “Youth in Action“ Programme 
Federal Ministry for Generations, Family and Youth 
Province of Upper Austria 
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European Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.MA) 
 
Summary 

The European Master’s Degree in Human Rights and Democratisation (E.MA) is a one-year, inter-
university and inter-disciplinary postgraduate programme. The programme aims at educating experts in 
the field of human rights and democratisation and to prepare them for their future work in international 
organisations, such as the EU, UN, OSCE and NGOs. 

During the first semester, which is taught in Venice, the students receive a comprehensive introduction 
into the historical, philosophical, anthropological, political and legal fundamentals of international hu-
man rights. At the end of the first semester, the BIM organises a field trip to Kosovo. The students 
spend the summer semester in one of the 41 participating universities all over the EU, where they take 
part in seminars and write their master thesis. 

For further information about E.MA see: 

http://www.emahumanrights.org/ 
http://www.eiuc.org/ 

Countries EU Member States 

E.MA Director Manfred Nowak 

E.MA National Coordinator Julia Kozma 

Persons  
involved 

Organiser of the Kosovo  
field trip 

Marijana Grandits 

Contact person Julia Kozma, julia.kozma@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

European Inter-University 
Centre for Human Rights 
and Democratisation (EIUC)

Partner  
organisations 

41 participating universities in 
all EU Member States 

Starting/ 
end date 

Ongoing since September 1997 

Funded by European Commission 
Regione del Veneto, IT 
Municipality of Venice, IT 
United Nations Educational, Scientific and Cultural Organization (UNESCO) 
Office of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights 
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Training Curriculum on Fundamental Rights for Judgeship Trainees 
 
Summary 

In cooperation with the Federal Ministry of Justice, the Association of Austrian Judges (Expert Group 
“Fundamental Rights”) and two other Austrian human rights institutes, the BIM has been developing a 
human rights curriculum for judgeship trainees from April 2007 onwards. 

In 2008, a first round of fundamental rights seminars was conducted, which have continuously been 
modified and optimised based upon both, the lecturers’ experiences and the feedback received from 
the participants. The initial workshop took place in April 2008 in Graz, followed by two seminars in Vi-
enna in September and November 2008, as well as one organised for trainees from Linz and Inns-
bruck. 

To provide a basis for the training of judgeship trainees, a script was being drafted that explains, clari-
fies and provides case studies on sensitive issues with regard to fundamental and human rights. The 
seminars are based on a tandem-principle, in which human rights experts from the three institutes 
involved together with senior judges, introduce the trainees into fields of national law that are notably 
linked to the diverse fundamental and human rights issues. The curriculum as such has a strong focus 
on the rights and freedoms guaranteed by the “European Convention on Human Rights” and the “EU 
Charta of Fundamental Rights”, e.g. the right to liberty and security, the right to a fair trial, the right to 
respect for private and family life, freedom of expression and the prohibition of discrimination. 

Country Austria 

Project leader Hannes Tretter Persons  
involved 

Legal researchers, lecturers Kerstin Buchinger 

Astrid Steinkellner 

Hannes Tretter 

Christof Tschohl 

Contact person Astrid Steinkellner, astrid.steinkellner@univie.ac.at  

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights  

Partner  
organisations 

 Association of Austrian 
Judges (Fundamental 
Rights Group) 

 Federal Ministry of Justice 

 Austrian Human Rights 
Institute (ÖIM), Salzburg  

 European Training Centre 
for Democracy and Human 
Rights (ETC), Graz 

Starting/ 
end date 

Ongoing since April 2007 

Funded by Austrian Federal Ministry of Justice 
Association of Austrian Judges (Expert Group on Fundamental Rights) 
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Support of the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture 
 
Summary 

On 1 December 2004, Manfred Nowak was appointed UN Special Rapporteur on Torture and other 
cruel, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment by the Chairperson of the United Nations Human 
Rights Commission in Geneva. This independent expert function is of an honorary nature.  

In addition to dealing with complaints from torture victims, their families and NGOs on a daily basis, the 
support work for the Special Rapporteur consists in extensive preparation and follow-up work in rela-
tion to fact finding missions carried out all over the world. In 2008, Manfred Nowak and his team con-
ducted in total three missions to Denmark and Greenland, Moldova and Equatorial Guinea in order to 
assess the situation regarding torture and conditions of detention in these countries and to offer his 
cooperation in eliminating the practice of torture. In March 2008, Manfred Nowak presented his report 
on the missions to Paraguay (2006), Nigeria, Togo, Sri Lanka und Indonesia (2007) to the UN Human 
Rights Council in Geneva. In addition, he received very positive feedback on his main report on 
“Strengthening the protection of women from torture“. In his following mission to Denmark and his joint 
mission with the UN Special Rapporteur on Violence against Women to Moldova, he focused his work 
on the issues discussed in the report. 

Countries global 

UN Special Rapporteur on 
torture and other cruel, inhu-
man or degrading treatment 
or punishment 

Manfred Nowak 

Research assistants Julia Kozma 

Roland Schmidt 

Isabelle Tschan 

Johanna Lober (since September 2008) 

Persons  
involved 

Geneva Office (OHCHR) Safir Syed (until August 2008) 

Birgit Kainz 

Claudia de la Fuente (since September 2008) 

Contact person Manfred Nowak, manfred.nowak@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights 

Partner  
organisation(s) 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

Ongoing since January 2005 

Funded by Austrian Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
German Academic Exchange Service, Carlo-Schmid Programme 
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Commentary on the Convention against Torture (CAT-Commentary) 
 
Summary 

In May 2008, Oxford University Press published the book “The United Nations Convention against 
Torture – A Commentary“.  

The “Commentary on the Convention against Torture” is the first attempt ever to provide an in-depth 
analysis of all substantive, organisational and procedural provisions of the Convention. It approaches 
the topic article by article, and is based on a thorough analysis of the “travaux preparatoires”, as well 
as the practice of the Committee against Torture in the State reporting, individual complaints and in-
quiry procedures. It further covers the drafting history of the provisions of the “Optional Protocol against 
Torture”. The book is intended to be a useful guide to academics, students and practitioners who wish 
to have a quick access to particular aspects of the Convention. The compilation of the work profited 
significantly from the appointment of Manfred Nowak to the UN Special Rapporteur on Torture in 2004. 

This project started in 2004. The principal authorship remained with Manfred Nowak and Elizabeth 
McArthur. But the scope of research and work demanded an increased involvement of other contribu-
tors in 2007. Kerstin Buchinger, Julia Kozma, Roland Schmidt and Isabelle Tschan played a major role 
in the writing process of the book, which eventually became with more than 1,500 pages far more com-
prehensive and voluminous than anticipated.  

For further information see: 
http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/Law/PublicInternationalLaw/GeneralPublicInternational
Law/?view=usa&ci=9780199280001 

Country Austria 

Authors Manfred Nowak 

Elizabeth McArthur 

Contributions Kerstin Buchinger 

Julia Kozma 

Roland Schmidt 

Isabelle Tschan 

Persons  
involved 

Support Samantha Dallman, Deborah Popowski, Sophie 
Ryan, Melissa Kaminker, Rahim Kanani, Julia Ober-
reiter, Alana Harrington 

Contact person Manfred Nowak, manfred.nowak@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

- Partner  
organisation(s) 

- 

Starting/ 
end date 

January 2004 to December 2008 
Publication: May 2008 

Funded by The Austrian Science Fund (FWF) 

 
 

 89

http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/Law/PublicInternationalLaw/GeneralPublicInternationalLaw/?view=usa&ci=9780199280001
http://www.oup.com/us/catalog/general/subject/Law/PublicInternationalLaw/GeneralPublicInternationalLaw/?view=usa&ci=9780199280001
mailto:manfred.nowak@univie.ac.at


Human Dignity and Public Security BIM Annual Report 2008
 

Global Challenges of International Terrorism and the Rule of Law: Reflections and 
Discussions on the EU-US Relationship in the Fight against Terrorism 
 
Summary 

Terrorism is a complex and widespread global challenge that endangers the international community 
as a whole. It defies courts, law enforcement agencies, intelligence agencies, governments, and inter-
national organisations alike. The large majority of States agree that international cooperation is critical 
to combating terrorism. However, effective coordination of international efforts, key to the challenge of 
effective antiterrorist enforcement measures, remains extremely difficult to set. As major global powers, 
the European Union and the United States have a crucial role to play in the fight against terrorism. In 
order to enhance an effective coordination of their efforts and strategies, European and American pol-
icy-makers must discuss the current and new challenges of the fight against terrorism in a constructive 
dialogue in order to offer accurate responses. Such a dialogue must assume that the global response 
to terrorism should be directed at ensuring the rule of law and human rights. As the former U.N. High 
Commissioner for Human Rights, Louise Arbour, asserts “a commitment to uphold respect for human 
rights and rule of law will be one of the keys to success in countering terrorism – not an impediment 
blocking our way”. 

The goal of this international research project is to outline a coherent and global transatlantic human 
rights counter-terrorism model. In the frame of the project, BIM organised an expert seminar on “Ex-
traordinary rendition flights and the protection of human rights” in September 2008, to analyse the so-
called “CIA Flights” and discuss related criminal and human rights law aspects.  

Countries global 

Persons  
involved 

Researchers Roland Schmidt 

Manfred Nowak 

Contact person Roland Schmidt, roland.schmidt@univie.ac.at  

Lead  
organisation 

Magna Carta, International 
Human Rights Network, BE 

Partner  
organisations 

 Centre d'Etude et de 
Recherche en Droit 
International (CERDIN) / 
Université Paris I – 
Sorbonne, FR 

 Center for Law and 
Security / New York 
University School of Law, 
USA 

with the cooperation of: 

 United Nations Office on 
Drugs and Crime (UNODC)

Starting/ 
end date 

January 2008 to December 2009 

Funded by European Commission – Directorate General External Affairs / Delegation of the 
European Commission, Washington/USA 
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A World Court of Human Rights 
 
Summary 

The year 2008 marked the 60th Anniversary of the Universal Declaration of Human Rights. In order to 
commemorate this event, the Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs decided to establish a 
Panel of Eminent Persons, including inter alia former High Commissioner for Human Rights, Mary Rob-
inson, the UN Special Representative on Children in Armed Conflict, Paulo Sergio Pinheiro, UN Spe-
cial Rapporteur on Torture, Manfred Nowak, and other high-standing experts on human rights. The 
Panel was requested to elaborate on contemporary challenges to the enjoyment of human rights; the 
outcome document “Protecting Dignity: An Agenda for Human Rights” was launched in Geneva on 5 
December 2008. 

In a second step, eight themes deriving from the Agenda were identified for further research, including 
the establishment of a World Court of Human Rights. This idea was already discussed in the 1940s 
alongside proposals for a High Commissioner and an International Criminal Court. It is based on the 
firm belief that human rights violations require remedies and is now put in the context of the reform of 
UN human rights mechanisms in general. 

The project aims at providing an assessment on the necessity and desirability of such as World Court, 
an analysis of the circumstances under which it could be established and a concrete proposal on how it 
could become operational.  

Further information: http://www.udhr60.ch/research.html 

Countries global 

Persons  
involved 

Authors Manfred Nowak 

Julia Kozma 

Contact person Julia Kozma, julia.kozma@univie.ac.at 

Lead  
organisation 

 Ludwig Boltzmann 
Institute of Human Rights 

 Research Platform 
“Human Rights in the 
European Context”, 
University of Vienna 

Partner  
organisations 

The Geneva Academy of  
International Humanitarian 
Law and Human Rights (Adh) 

Starting/ 
end date 

December 2008 to May 2009 

Funded by Swiss Federal Department of Foreign Affairs 
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Assistance to the Human Rights Advisory Board and its  
Visiting Commissions at the Austrian Ministry of the Interior 
 
Summary 

The Human Rights Advisory Board (HRAB) is entitled to advise the Federal Minister of the Interior in 
questions of the protection of human rights and also to promote the consequent and systematic orien-
tation of law enforcement authorities towards human rights. 

The accompanying monitoring of cases of detention of individuals in the premises of law enforcement 
authorities is generally done by six commissions all over Austria. The office of the commissions Re-
gional Appeal Court Vienna 2 and 3 is located at the BIM. 

Homepage: www.menschenrechtsbeirat.at 

Country Austria 

Legal assistants HRAB Caroline Paar, Dominik Hofmann 

Coordination, 
Commissions Vienna 2 and 3 

Iris Golden (until September 2008) 

Barbara Linder (September 2008 until January 2009)

Stephanie Krisper (since January 2009) 

Director, 

Commission Vienna 2 

Manfred Nowak 

Director, 

Commission Vienna 3 

Karl Dvorak (until end of 2008) 

Members, 

Commission Vienna 2 

Marijana Grandits, Gregor Wollenek, Vera 
Pfersmann, Walter Suntinger, Monika Vyslouzil, 
Alfred Zauner (until June 2008) 

Persons  
involved 

Members, 

Commission Vienna 3 

Karin Busch-Frankl, Irene Etzersdorfer, Elisabeth 
Friedrich, Anton Landsiedl, Helfried Haas, Bernhard 
Painz 

Contact  
persons 

Commissions Vienna 2 and 3:  

Stephanie Krisper, mrk2-3.bim@univie.ac.at 

Human Rights Advisory Board: 

Caroline Paar, Dominik Hofmann, office@menschenrechtsbeirat.at 

Lead  
organisation 

Ludwig Boltzmann Institute 
of Human Rights –  
Research Association 

Partner  
organisation 

Human Rights Advisory Board 
(HRAB) 

Starting/ 
end date 

Ongoing since July 2000 

Funded by Austrian Federal Ministry of the Interior 
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